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I have nothing new to teach the world. Truth and Nonviolence are as old as the hills. 

All I have done is to try experiments in both on as vast a scale as I could. 
 

-Mahatma Gandhi 
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Recently there have been many news reports of protests on all forms of media 

such as the Women’s March, Planned Parenthood protesting, and protests 

against President Trump’s Muslim Ban. The list continues to grow as we all ask: 

Why do the people protest? Because they can feel and see incompleteness and 

unfairness in the world and can’t sit back. They can’t simply watch how people are dying in wars, how 

human’s cruelty and greed kills animals, plants and in the end – our home – Earth. Those, who are 

not blind are the only hope for it. They cannot remain silent and will speak for others.  

Protests are often viewed in a negative limelight due to the association of anger and outrage with such 

demonstrations. But as long as there is no violence and it is an indeed a peaceful protest, there is no 

shame in standing up for individualistic beliefs. Nowadays, these peaceful demonstartions are maybe 

the only nonviolent way to make our Earth a better, safer and happier place. And this change starts 

from you. 

However, you may doubt it. How can one person start something so epic? What can I do against the 

system? You can. Make a research, increase the empathy   

Here are 10 Simple Ways to Make the World a Better Place by Samantha Hodder a nonprofit worker, 

educator, animal rescuer, and jewellery maker. 

“As one person I cannot change the world, but I can change the world of one person.” ~Paul Shane Spear 

1. Volunteer. 

Volunteering doesn’t have to consume all of your free time. You can volunteer as few hours as you 

would like! You can find an organization within your community, or you can even volunteer online, 

through websites that will allow you to help for even a few minutes at a time. 

2. Donate blood. 

This can be one of the most satisfying ways to make a difference. You can literally save a life with just 

an hour of your time. 

3. Donate used clothing. 

There are so many places and ways you can donate your used clothing. Some organizations even offer 

pick up services, Donate them to a homeless shelter, or an organization that sells them to raise funds. 

4. Foster an animal. 

This can be such a rewarding experience. If you’re able to part with the foster animals, they leave a 

hole in your heart, but fostering your next pet helps fill it, and you will be making a difference in the 

lives of so many animals in need. 

5. Spread the word about various causes in your community. 

See an interesting fundraiser that an organization is hosting? Share it on Facebook! See an animal 

that’s up for adoption? Share it. There are so many ways you can help an organization with just the 

click of a mouse. 

6. Donate something you made to an organization that can use it. 

I make jewelry, hats, scarves, and other crafty things in my free time. I’ve donated many hats and 

scarves to homeless shelters, and donate jewelry to a cat rescue organization for them to sell or auction 

to raise funds. You have talents—use them! 
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7. Join a bone marrow registry. 

It’s incredibly easy to sign up to donate bone marrow, and you never know when you could save a life. 

8. Spread some kindness. 

Small acts of kindness can go a long way in making the world a better place. Think about a time when 

someone did something unexpected for you that brightened your day. Weren’t you a nicer person for 

the rest of the day because of that? 

I’m willing to bet that anyone who receives an act of kindness passes it on in some way, even if it’s just 

by being in a better mood, and therefore treating the people around them with more kindness than 

usual. 

Send someone a kind message. Give a small gift. Make something for someone. Tell someone how 

much they mean to you. There are so many ways to brighten someone’s day. 

9. Change your diet. 

Many people will argue with the validity of this strategy to improve the world; however, what you buy 

reflects what you value. 

If you don’t want to become a vegetarian, try having one meat-free day per week. If you don’t want to 

reduce your meat consumption, how about buying some free range meat or eggs? Or, buy organic 

food products. There are many ways you can change your diet to reflect your values. 

10. Make your purchases support your values. 

Every purchase you make supports something. You can either support a large business that exploits 

people, animals, and the environment, or you can buy items that are local, organic, or fair-trade. It’s 

hard to change this all at once, especially if you’re used to shopping for bargains, but try changing just 

a few of your purchases to make them better reflect the things you value. 

These are just a handful of the thousands of ways you can make the world a better place! Just 

remember that every single thing you do makes a difference. Don’t ever let anyone—yourself 

included—discourage you from trying to be a better person and help others. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is widely recognized as one of the twentieth century’s greatest 

political and spiritual leaders. Honored in India as the father of the nation, he pioneered and 

practiced the principle of Satyagraha—resistance to tyranny through mass nonviolent civil 

disobedience. While leading nationwide campaigns to ease poverty, expand women’s rights, build 

religious and ethnic harmony and eliminate the injustices of the caste system, Gandhi supremely 

applied the principles of nonviolent civil disobedience to free India from foreign domination. He 

was often imprisoned for his actions, sometimes for years, but he accomplished his aim in 1947 

when India gained its independence from Britain. Due to his stature, he is referred to as Mahatma, 

meaning “great soul.” World civil rights leaders—from Martin Luther King, Jr., to Nelson Mandela—

have credited Gandhi as a source of inspiration in their struggles to achieve equal rights for their 

people.  

Nonviolence is the greatest force at the disposal of mankind. It is mightier than the 

mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the ingenuity of man. 

 – Mahatma Gandhi 
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NONVIOLENCE NEWS AND EVENTS 

INTERSECTIONS: RECENT 

PRINTS FROM TANA & THE 

SILKSCREEN PRINTMAKING 

PROGRAM  

 
Date/Time 

Date(s) - Apr 4, 2018 - May 22, 2018 

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Location: 

Resource Center for Nonviolence 

 

Exhibition Statement: The INTERSECTIONS 

exhibition brings together posters from Taller 

Arte del Nuevo Amanecer and the silkscreen 

printmaking program in the Chicana/o Studies 

Department at UC Davis. 

Drawn from a collection of recent prints, the 

show emphasizes the partnership and exchange 

between programs, and highlights a variety of 

socio-political themes that deal with 

immigration, education, social equality, and 

other issues identified by the artists and 

workshop participants as having an effect on their 

daily lives. It additionally reveals the formal and 

aesthetic concerns of each artist as they continue 

to develop a unique mode of self-expression. 

The prints mirror the exhibition title, “Intersections” by casting light on the collective efforts of TANA 

participants and UC Davis Chicana/o students as they creatively engage in the printmaking process 

and utilize the medium to voice a wide range of social concerns.  The silkscreen as a politically engaged 

tool is central to both programs. 

Taller Arte del Nuevo Amanecer, being an extension of the silkscreen printmaking program in the 

Chicana/o Studies Department at UC Davis holds a space between creativity and activism. It engages 

community participants in the silkscreen and art-making process while emphasizing its capacity as a 

medium for social change. In the same way, students in the silkscreen printmaking program create 

posters that are both socially engaged and politically charged. Both are transformational spaces that 

blend creativity and community activism while fostering the individual growth of each budding artist. 

They are at once empowered through the creation of beautiful, thought provoking, and politically 

engaged posters that speak to the surrounding community. 
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MARCH FOR SCIENCE 
2018 
 

Congress Park 
1 E Congress St 
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866 
United States 
April 22, 2018, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

The March for Science champions 
robustly funded and publicly 

communicated science as a pillar of human freedom and prosperity. We unite as a diverse, 
nonpartisan group to call for science that upholds the common good and for political leaders and 
policy makers to enact evidence based policies in the public interest. We will be focusing on the 
positive recent scientific achievements that we are looking to protect for our future.  
 

WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES 
Patrick Square 
160 Thomas Green Blvd. 
CLEMSON, SC 29631 
United States 
April 19, 2018, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
Save the date! Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® - The 
Men’s March to end violence against women will be held Thursday, April 19,2018 to raise awareness 
during Sexual Assault Awareness Month and proceeds will benefit Pickens County Advocacy Center. 

First You Walk the Walk 
There is an old saying: "You can't really 
understand another person's experience until 
you've walked a mile in their shoes." Walk a 
Mile in Her Shoes® asks men to literally walk 
one mile in women's high-heeled shoes. It's not 
easy walking in these shoes, but it's fun and it 
gets the community to talk about something 
that's really difficult to talk about: gender 
relations and men's sexualized violence against 
women. 

Then You Talk the Talk 
It's critical to open communication about sexualized violence. While hidden away, sexualized violence 
is immune to cure. Unfortunately, it's difficult to get people talking. People unfamiliar with men's 
sexualized violence against women don't want to know it exists. It's ugly. People that have experienced 
sexualized violence themselves want to forget about it. How do you get people talking now, so they 
can prevent it from happening? And if it's already happened, how do you help them recover. 
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HOPEDUCATION COMMUNITY EVENT 
SALLY KOHN – COMMUNITY DIVIDED/HUMANITY UNITED: THE 
OPPOSITE OF HATE – A FIELD GUIDE TO REPAIRING OUR 
HUMANITY 

 

Thursday, May 3, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 
Lawrence Family JCC Gymnasium 
4126 Executive Drive, La Jolla, CA 92037 
 
At a moment when we are facing an epidemic of incivility 
and hate-with divisive political speech, online trolling, 
and hate crimes escalating-popular CNN commentator 
and former Fox News contributor Sally Kohn sets out to 
discover why we hate and how we can stop. Come 
together for an honest conversation about the “epidemic 
of incivility” as well as real-world solutions to curb the 
“hate.” Sally will be “in conversation” with a high-profile 
interviewer and will be available for a book signing 

following the event. This event generously funded by the County of San Diego’s Community 
Enhancement program. It’s time to come together for an honest conversation about the “epidemic 
of incivility” as well as real-world solutions to curb the “hate.” A book signing follows the event. This 
event is FREE to the public, but tickets will be required to enter. Hands of Peace is a supporting 
partner for this event.  
 

HOPEDUCATION WORKSHOP: NONVIOLENT COMMUNICATION 
TWO-PART WORKSHOP 
 

Sundays April 15 & May 6, 2018, 4-6:00 p.m. 
Christ Presbyterian Church 
7807 Centella, Carlsbad, CA 
 
Hands of Peace is thrilled to announce the launch of our first-ever 
Nonviolent Communication Workshop! Nonviolent Communication 
is a communication and conflict-resolution process developed by the 
psychologist Marshall Rosenberg.  The process, also known as 
compassionate communication, focuses on how to express ourselves 
in a way that inspires empathy in others and how to listen to them 
empathically in turn.  Benefits include:  learning how to create closer 
relationships, learning how to communicate more effectively, having 
tools to listen during conflict and being able to transform criticism 
and blame into connection.  This workshop will be led by Violet 
Lehrer. Violet holds a certification in coaching through Your Infinite 
Life Training & Coaching Company and is a certified instructor for 

The Remembrance Course. Violet’s purpose has revolved around teaching communication courses, 
facilitating leadership classes, mentoring others in the fine art of self-awareness, and fostering 
dynamic individual growth for the past fifteen years.  Workshop enrollment is $20 for both sessions 
and includes the book.  For more information, visit our Facebook event page or contact Sarah 
Heirendt. 
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MARTIN LUTER KING’S ASSASSIATION DAY

The daughter of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
remembered him as "the apostle of nonviolence" 
as admirers marked the 50th anniversary of his 
assassination Wednesday with marches, speeches 
and quiet reflection. 
The Rev. Bernice A. King recalled her father as a 
civil rights leader and great orator whose message 
of peaceful protest was still vital decades later. 
"We decided to start this day remembering the 

apostle of nonviolence," she said during a 

ceremony to award the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Nonviolent Peace Prize held at the King Center in 

Atlanta. 

In Memphis, where King died, hundreds of 

people bundled in hats and coats gathered early 

in for a march led by the same sanitation workers 

union whose low pay King had come to protest 

when he was shot. 

Dixie Spencer, president of the Bolivar Hardeman 

County, Tennessee, branch of the NAACP, said 

remembrances of King's death should be a call to 

action. 

"We know what he worked hard for, we know 

what he died for, so we just want to keep the 

dream going," Spencer said. "We just want to 

make sure that we don't lose the gains that we 

have made." 

The Memphis events were scheduled to feature 

King's contemporaries, including the Rev. Jesse 

Jackson, the Rev. Al Sharpton and U.S. Rep. John 

Lewis, along with celebrities such as the rapper 

Common. In the evening, the Atlanta events 

culminate with a bell-ringing and wreath-laying 

at his crypt to mark the moment when he was 

gunned down on the balcony of the old Lorraine 

Motel on April 4, 1968. He was 39. 

President Donald Trump issued a proclamation 

in honor of the anniversary, saying: "In 

remembrance of his profound and inspirational 

virtues, we look to do as Dr. King did while this 

world was privileged enough to still have him." 

The president has been the target of veiled 

criticism by some speakers at King 

commemorations in recent days as they 

complained of fraught race relations and other 

divisions made plain since he was elected. 

The anniversary of King's death coincides with a 

resurgence of white supremacy, the continued 

shootings of unarmed black men and a parade of 

discouraging statistics on the lack of progress 
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among black Americans on issues from housing 

to education to wealth. But rather than despair, 

the resounding message repeated at the 

commemorations was one of resilience, resolve, 

and a renewed commitment to King's legacy and 

unfinished work. 

Martin Luther King III hugs his sister, the Rev. 

Bernice King, after she spoke at the Mason Temple of 

the Church of God in Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. 

The church is where their father, the Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr., delivered his final speech on April 3, 

1968, the night before he was assassinated. (AP 

Photo/Mark Humphrey) 

 

Wednesday's events followed a rousing 

celebration the night before of King's "I've Been 

To the Mountaintop" speech at Memphis' Mason 

Temple Church of God in Christ. He delivered 

this speech the night before he was assassinated. 

Inside the church, Bernice King called her older 

brother, Martin Luther King III, to join her in the 

pulpit, and she discussed the difficulty of publicly 

mourning their father — a man hated during his 

lifetime, now beloved around the world. 

"It's important to see two of the children who lost 

their daddy 50 years ago to an assassin's bullet," 

said Bernice King, now 55. "But we kept going. 

Keep all of us in prayer as we continue the 

grieving process for a parent that we've had yet to 

bury." 

A gospel singer led a rousing rendition of "Lift 

Every Voice and Sing," and the gathering took on 

the air of a mass meeting. 

Lee Saunders, a national labor leader, recounted 

how on that night in 1968, King made an 

unplanned appearance to deliver the famous 

speech without notes after his aides saw how 

passionate the crowd was: "There was one man 

they wanted to hear from." 

 
The grave of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., stands 

amidst a reflecting pool at dawn on the 50th 

anniversary of his assassination in Atlanta. (AP 

Photo/David Goldman) 

 

But Saunders stressed that the purpose of the 

week's commemorations was not just to look to 

the past. 

"Dr. King's work — our work — isn't done. We 

must still struggle; we must still sacrifice. We 

must still educate and organize and mobilize. 

That's why we're here in Memphis. Not just to 

honor our history, but to seize our future," he 

said. 

Some of the sanitation workers who participated 

with King in a 1968 strike sat in the front row and 

were treated like celebrities, with audience 

members stopping to take photos with them 

before the event started. 

 

 
 

Source: http://www.independent.com.mt/ 
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HOW POPE FRANCIS CARRIES ON MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR.’S LEGACY OF CHRISTIAN NONVIOLENCE 

In 2018, we remember the 70th and 50th 

anniversaries of the deaths—both by 

assassination—of two of the greatest leaders of 

the last century: Mohandas Gandhi (Jan. 30, 1948) 

and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (April 4, 1968). 

 

Both men experienced injustice but neither 

responded with violence nor remained silent. 

They showed great faith in God and the strength 

of love as an effective force for social 

transformation. This active love that resisted 

violence and upheld human dignity and rights 

they called nonviolence. The movements they led 

did not require arms or armies but won 

independence and civil rights through nonviolent 

struggle. 

In this Aug. 28, 1963, file photo, Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr., head of the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference, addresses marchers during his "I Have a 

Dream" speech at the Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington. (AP Photo, File) 

Today, Pope Francis is the world leader who most 

fully grasps the urgency of this moment and the 

commitment to nonviolent action. 

In the run-up to the new year, Francis asked that 

a simple image and message be circulated in his 

name. The front side of the card is a photo of a 

young Japanese boy carrying his dead younger 

brother on his back while standing in line at a 

crematorium in Nagasaki. Joseph Roger 

O’Donnell, a U.S. photographer, captured the 

harrowing image following the atomic bombing 

of that city in 1945. The inscription reads, “The 

sadness of the young boy is expressed only in his 

biting lips, oozing with blood.” The back of the 

card simply says, “The fruits of war.” 

In an address to a joint session of the U.S. 

Congress in 2015, Pope Francis highlighted the 

legacies of four Americans who forever shaped 

“fundamental values” and offered us a way of 

“seeing and interpreting reality”: Abraham 

Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day and 

Thomas Merton. The last three are well known 

for their concrete and unwavering commitment 

to Gospel nonviolence. 

And one year ago, Pope Francis dedicated his 

annual World Day of Peace message to 

“nonviolence: a style of politics for peace.” He 

said that in the context of the pervasive violence 

in which we live we must commit ourselves anew 

to make active nonviolence “our way of life” and 

“the hallmark” of our decisions, relationships and 

actions—locally and in the international order. 

 

We must commit ourselves 

 anew to make active  

nonviolence “our way of life.” 
 

As is typical of Francis, in the message he also said 

that our world today is experiencing a “horrifying 

world war fought piecemeal.” It is not a global 

battle among the armies of nations but is largely 

characterized by civil wars, acts of terrorism, 

organized crime, street violence, the threat of 

nuclear war and the stockpiling weapons of mass 

destruction—all with immense consequences. 

“Countering violence with violence leads at best 

to forced migrations and enormous suffering,” 

Pope Francis said, “because vast amounts of 
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resources are diverted to military ends and away 

from the everyday needs of young people, 

families experiencing hardship, the elderly, the 

infirm and the great majority of people in our 

world.” 

In 2016, global military expenditures reached 

$1.69 trillion and more than a third of the total, 

$611 billion, is spent by the United States alone, 

according to the Stockholm International Peace 

Research Institute. Meanwhile, the United 

Nations estimates that about 815 million people 

globally suffer from hunger each day and about 

258 million people have migrated from their 

country of origin. 

 

“Countering violence with violence 

leads at best to forced migrations 

and enormous suffering.” 
 

Speaking in 1967 during the escalation of the 

Vietnam War and the arms race, Martin Luther 

King Jr. offered a spiritual diagnosis: “A nation 

that continues year after year to spend more 

money on military defense than on programs of 

social uplift is approaching spiritual death.” 

The threat of violence is so grave, Dr. King 

famously said in that speech, that the choice we 

face is “nonviolent coexistence or violent co-

annihilation.” In this context, what is the 

response of Christians? 

Gandhi, a Hindu, offered a timeless insight into 

the Gospels by identifying the way of Jesus as 

“nonviolence par excellence.” In his World Day of 

Peace message, Pope Francis recalled the words 

and deeds of Jesus in this same light. 

“Jesus marked out the path of nonviolence” by 

showing us the way of love, hospitality and 

forgiveness, said Pope Francis. He specifically 

recalled Jesus saving the woman caught in 

adultery from those who wanted to stone her to 

death (cf. Jn 8:1-11) and Jesus telling Peter, “Put 

your sword back into its sheath,” when Peter 

attempted to defend Jesus from those wielding 

swords and clubs (Mt 26:52). 

“For Christians, nonviolence is not 

merely tactical behavior but a 

person’s way of being.” 
A commitment to Gospel nonviolence is an 

emerging feature of Catholic social teaching, 

especially in the magisterium of recent popes. In 

his Angelus message on Feb. 18, 2007, Pope 

Benedict XVI said: “For Christians, nonviolence is 

not merely tactical behavior but a person’s way of 

being, the attitude of one who is so convinced of 

God’s love and power that he or she is not afraid 

to tackle evil with the weapons of love and truth 

alone. Love of one’s enemy constitutes the 

nucleus of the ‘Christian revolution.’” 

This revolution is personal and political. Large-

scale strategic nonviolence has proven to be an 

effective means for seeking and building peace. 

The 20th century offers many examples, 

beginning with Gandhi in India but also reaching 

every corner of the world: the civil rights 

movement in the United States, the solidarity 

movement in Poland, the anti-apartheid 

campaign in South Africa and the successful 

ousting of dictators in Chile and other countries. 

“Nonviolence is sometimes taken to mean 

surrender, lack of involvement and passivity, but 

this is not the case,” Pope Francis emphasized, 

then drawing attention to the leadership of 

women in nonviolent movements, like Leymah 

Gbowee and the thousands of Liberian women 

who “organized pray-ins and nonviolent protest 

that resulted in high-level peace talks to end the 

second civil war in Liberia.” 

The pope’s emphasis on nonviolence not only 

reflects the peacemaking legacy of his namesake, 

St. Francis of Assisi, but also helps ensure that the 

essential witness of Gandhi and Dr. King and 

many other nonviolent prophets will continue to 

be remembered and—most importantly—put 

into practice. 

 

This article was originally published in French in 

Relations, the social analysis review of the 

Quebec Jesuits. 
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TIMES A CHANGIN'? WHY AMERICA IS RIPE FOR 

PROTEST IN 2018 
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESSAPRIL 22, 2018, 1:46 

P.M. E.D.T. 

Jan Rose Kasmire, confronts National Guard troops 

during Vietnam War protest outside Pentagon on 

October 1967. 

 

She was the face of mass protest, but long ago lost 

her faith in protesting. 

Then, last year, hundreds of thousands of women 

set out to march on Washington, and Jan Rose 

Kasmir knew she had to join them. 

"When Trump was elected president, I couldn't not 

participate. ... It seemed like the only way to get my 

voice out there," said Kasmir, 68, who was 17 when 

a photographer snapped a now-iconic image of 

her offering a chrysanthemum to National 

Guardsmen during a 1967 protest against the 

Vietnam War. 

Kasmir gave up protesting when public 

opposition failed to stop the Iraq War in 2003. But 

after the 2017 Women's March, she returned to 

the lines this spring to rally for gun control near 

her home in Hilton Head, South Carolina, joining 

a series of recent protests by millions of 

Americans demanding change. 

"I think we've reached a tipping point," Kasmir 

said. 

There's something happening here. But what is it, 

exactly, and why now? 

More than five decades after Americans poured 

into the streets to demand civil rights and the end 

to a deeply unpopular war, thousands are 

embracing a culture of resistance unlike anything 

since. 

In a country founded on the right to speak out 

against authority, every generation has hosted 

protests, from the watchfires set by women 

pushing for the power to vote a century ago to the 

Tea Party rallies shortly after the 2008 election. 

But the past year or two have seen a near-

simultaneous explosion in activism around 

disparate causes. 

NFL players have taken a knee during the 

national anthem. Teachers have packed 

statehouses to demand raises.  

 

Activists proclaiming "#MeToo," have called out 

those who used their power to abuse them. High 

school students have walked out of classrooms 

nationwide to send an ultimatum to those who 

insist society needs more guns. 

 

One of every five Americans has joined a protest 

or a political rally since the start of 2016, a recent 
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poll by the Kaiser Family Foundation and The 

Washington Post found. Many more are 

Democrats than Republicans, with about a fifth 

telling pollsters they had never participated in a 

protest before. 

Protests are "what America is all about. But this is 

bigger and more volatile" than in the recent past, 

said David S. Meyer, a professor at the University 

of California, Irvine and author of "The Politics of 

Protest: Social Movements in America." 

"We're in a moment where people are frustrated 

with institutional politics and where people see 

urgent issues that need addressing and for a 

moment they believe that taking action can make 

a difference," he said. 

Opposition to Trump has clearly been a catalyst, 

he and others said. 

But experts on political activism say it is more 

complicated than that. Many of those protesting 

speak loudly for causes that go beyond electoral 

politics. And many of those concerns, like anger 

over shooting deaths or discrimination against 

African-Americans, predate Trump's political rise 

by years. Much the same can be said of the 

turnout by white supremacists, at Charlottesville, 

Virginia, last spring and elsewhere, likely 

reflecting views held long before Trump's 

election. 

Such protests "didn't spontaneously combust," 

said Todd Gitlin, who in the early 1960s was 

president of the activist group Students for a 

Democratic Society and has gone on to study 

protest movements as a professor at Columbia 

University. "There are deep cleavages that are in 

play and they will manifest themselves in a variety 

of ways." 

The belief among an increasing number of 

Americans that their actions matter has drawn 

together broad coalitions — teens marching 

alongside senior citizens, whites agitating with 

blacks, native-born citizens gathered outside 

airport terminals with immigrants. Many speak of 

drawing power and inspiration from one another. 

In Charlotte, North Carolina, Rachel Hewitt is 

back to protesting for the first time since the early 

1980s, when she marched on the state Capitol as 

the General Assembly readied to vote down the 

Equal Rights Amendment.  

So Hewitt, who is 65, white and works as a 

freelance graphic artist, boarded a bus, alone, to 

join the Women's March. The shared sense of 

purpose she found among the huge crowds was 

"life-altering," she said. After that, she was not 

one to go home quietly. 

When students from south Florida's Parkland 

High School organized the "March for Our Lives" 

last month in Washington, Hewitt chartered her 

own bus and filled it with 52 like-minded 

protesters, departing Charlotte at 11 p.m. the 

night before. The outpouring of youth she saw, 

both there and at events in Charlotte, introduced 

her to a new set of allies. 

 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/ 
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WORLD REPORT 2018: FIGHTING FOR RIGHTS 

SUCCEEDS 
Principled Politicians and Popular Protest Weaken 

Authoritarian Populist Agenda  

 
(Paris) – Political leaders willing to fight for 

human rights principles showed that they could 

limit authoritarian populist agendas, Human 

Rights Watch said today in its World Report 2018, 

reviewing events of the past year. When 

combined with mobilized publics and effective 

multilateral actors, these leaders demonstrated 

that the rise of anti-rights governments is not 

inevitable. 

In the 643-page World Report, its 28th edition, 

Human Rights Watch reviews human rights 

practices in more than 90 countries. In his 

introductory essay, Executive Director Kenneth 

Roth writes that when leaders push back strongly 

against politicians who demonize minorities, 

attack human rights, and undermine democratic 

institutions, they can limit the advance of 

populists. But where mainstream politicians 

capitulate to a message of hate and exclusion, the 

authoritarian populists flourish. 

 

 “The past year showed the importance of pushing 

back against the threat posed by demagogues and 

their abusive policies,” Roth said. “As we mark the 

70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights in 2018, the best way to honor its 

principles is to vigorously defend them against 

those leaders who seek political advantage by 

depriving marginalized groups of the rights 

guaranteed for all.” 

 

Roth said demagogues have used economic 

dislocation and inequality caused by 

globalization and technological advances, the 

fear of cultural shifts in an increasingly mobile 

world, and the threat of terrorist attacks to fuel 

xenophobia and Islamophobia. They launched a 

frontal assault on the values of inclusivity, 

tolerance, and respect that are at the heart of 

human rights. These authoritarian populists seek 

to replace democracy – elected government 

limited by rights and the rule of law – with their 

self-serving interpretation of what the majority 

desires. 

Political leaders willing to fight for human rights 

principles showed that they could limit 

authoritarian populist agendas, Human Rights 

Watch said today in its World Report 2018, 

reviewing events of the past year. 

France represented the most prominent example 

of successful resistance to xenophobic populism. 

In Austria and the Netherlands, by contrast, 

leaders of center-right parties competed by 

adopting xenophobic, anti-immigrant, and anti-

Muslim positions, thereby mainstreaming 

abusive populist policies. President Emmanuel 

Macron took a different approach, embracing 

democratic principles and firmly opposing the 

National Front’s campaign of hatred against 

Muslims and immigrants. His resulting victory 

showed French voters reject overwhelmingly the 

National Front’s divisive policies. The challenge 

now for Macron is to govern according to the 

principles he preached. His first months in office 

showed a mixed record, both internationally and 

at home, with his counterterrorism policies and 

muted visit to China causes for concern. 

The election of President Donald Trump in the 

United States and his anti-immigrant, racially 

divisive, and pro-drug-war policies were met with 
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a broad reaffirmation of human rights and 

widespread resistance against such policies by 

popular organizations, civic groups, journalists, 

lawyers, judges, and even elected members of 

Trump’s own party. 

In Central Europe, authoritarian populist 

governments have also encountered resistance. 

In Poland, large public protests and strong 

criticism from the European Union and Council 

of Europe met attempts to undermine the rule of 

law and judicial independence. In Hungary, the 

threat of EU legal action and international 

condemnation complicated the government’s 

plans to close Central European University, a 

bastion of independent thought that stands in 

opposition to the “illiberal democracy” 

championed by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán. 

People also took to the streets to protest 

President Nicolás Maduro’s efforts to eviscerate 

Venezuela’s democracy and economy. Many 

Latin American countries shed their traditional 

reluctance to criticize a neighbor, raising the 

pressure for human rights reforms in Venezuela. 

The Women’s March in the US morphed into a 

global phenomenon, with millions gathering in 

support of women’s rights. Even before the 

#MeToo movement, Canada made gender 

equality a central part of its aid programs, and 

France announced new measures to combat 

gender-based violence and sexual harassment. 

Tunisia, Jordan, and Lebanon repealed provisions 

allowing rapists to escape punishment by 

marrying their victims. The Dutch, Belgian, and 

Scandinavian governments led efforts to establish 

an international fund to replace anticipated US 

funding cuts to reproductive health programs, 

and Sweden pursued a feminist foreign policy. 

By contrast, where governments repressed 

domestic resistance and international concern 

flagged, the populists and other anti-rights forces 

prospered, Roth said. President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan decimated Turkey’s democratic system 

as the EU focused largely instead on enlisting his 

help to stem the flight of refugees to Europe and 

security cooperation. President Abdel Fattah al-

Sisi crushed public dissent in Egypt with little 

interference from the US or the EU, which 

accepted his claim that he was providing stability. 

In China, President Xi Jinping carried out an 

intense crackdown on independent voices with 

other nations afraid to jeopardize lucrative 

contracts by speaking out. 

Roth warned about the retreat of governments 

that might champion human rights, including the 

US, a UK preoccupied with Brexit, and European 

countries grappling with the influence of 

xenophobic populists. Their hesitancy has left a 

vacuum in which mass atrocities proceeded, 

often unchecked, in countries such as Yemen, 

Syria, Burma, and South Sudan. 

However, Roth noted that several small and 

medium-sized countries have jumped into the 

fray. When the major powers continued to 

support the abusive Saudi coalition in Yemen, 

where civilians pummeled by Saudi-led aerial 

attacks and a blockade faced cholera and acute 

malnutrition, the Netherlands stepped in to lead 

the demand for a UN investigation. Supported by 

Canada, Belgium, Ireland, and Luxembourg, they 

forced Saudi Arabia to accept an inquiry that will 

increase pressure for better behavior in the 

conflict. The Netherlands and Norway also 

imposed an arms embargo on Saudi Arabia and 

the United Arab Emirates, respectively. 

Since Russia refuses to allow the UN Security 

Council to act for justice in Syria, Liechtenstein 

built a broad coalition in December 2016 to seek 

a resolution in the UN General Assembly. By a 

vote of 105 to 15, they established a mechanism to 

collect evidence and build cases for prosecution, 

an important commitment to see justice done for 

war crimes in Syria. 

“The central lesson of the past year is that human 

rights can be protected from populist challenge,” 

Roth said. “What’s needed is a principled defense 

rather than surrender, a call to action rather than 

a cry of despair.” 

 

 

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2018
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‘PEOPLE NEED TO LISTEN TO US’: GUN VIOLENCE 

PROTEST 
Demonstrators around the world demanded 

action on gun violence Saturday in a massive 

display spurred by a shooting at a Florida high 

school last month that left 17 people dead. 

Protesters from Los Angeles to London marched, 

held signs and chanted during “sibling marches” 

of the March for Our Lives rally, which has drawn 

an enormous crowd of protesters to the nation’s 

capital. 

More than 800 events were scheduled worldwide, 

according to the gun-control group Everytown 

for Gun Safety. Counterprotests and separate 

rallies organized by gun rights groups are also 

taking place. 

In New York, a sea of gun-control demonstrators 

stretched about 20 blocks. In Boston, throngs of 

people jammed Boston Common. People 

gathered outside city hall in Las Vegas, where a 

gunman killed 58 people at a country music 

festival last year. 

And in Parkland, Fla., where the shooting that 

became the catalyst for the marches took place at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, a large 

group gathered at Pine Trail Park to tell their 

stories and demand change. 

“I would give everything to have one more day, one 

more hour, one more second with the sweetest boy 

in the world,” said Max Schachter, his voice 

choking up. His son, Alex, was killed at the high 

school. “He was 14, he was a big boy. But he was 

also a little boy, that still liked to lie in bed and 

cuddle with his mommy and daddy.” 

Tony Montalto, whose daughter Gina died in the 

shooting, said that both sides of the gun debate 

have to be willing to compromise. 

“To our legislators and political leaders, we hope 

you are listening to your constituents assembled 

around the country today,” Montalto said. “We 

need to change the status quo when it comes to 

school safety.” 

After listening to speeches, the group trekked a 

mile and a half to Stoneman Douglas. The group 

stayed completely silent as they walked by the 

school. 

One toddler being wheeled in a stroller started to 

cry, breaking the silence. 
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“Shh,” the woman pushing the child said. “We 

have to be quiet for the 17 angels.” 

Groups gathered outside the U.S. embassies in 

Copenhagen, London and Stockholm; in London 

they shouted “gun-control now.” In Tokyo, 

people gathered at Shibuya Crossing, holding 

signs with the names of people killed in mass 

shootings. In Frankfurt, a group walked down a 

street shouting, “No guns in our schools.” In 

Sydney, a group of children held posters. 

Megon Barrow brought her 11-month-old 

daughter, Zoe, to the protest in Boston — where 

demonstrators marched for more than two miles 

before rallying on Boston Common — because 

Barrow said the issue of gun violence will impact 

her daughter’s life. 

A huge crowd turns out for what is billed as a 

youth-led movement spearheaded by student 

survivors of school shootings. Many D.C.-area 

families, businesses and organizations are 

lending their support, and sibling marches are 

planned nationwide. 

A protest took place in West Palm Beach, Fla., not 

far from where President Trump is spending the 

weekend at his Mar-a-Lago estate. Gun control 

and gun rights demonstrators yelled at one 

another in a scene that briefly turned tense, but 

then diffused. In a statement Saturday, deputy 

White House press secretary Lindsay Walters 

said: “Keeping our children safe is a top priority of 

the President’s.” The spending bill signed by 

Trump on Friday includes a provision to tighten 

the nation’s background-check system and may 

slightly open the door to restoring federal 

funding for gun research. 

“We applaud the many courageous young 

Americans exercising their First Amendment 

rights today,” the White House statement said. 

Shikha Hamilton, who helped organize the 

Million Mom March in 2000, marched with a 

large group in Richmond, Calif. 

“This is not just about mass shootings. This is 

about the daily lives of the people you never hear 

about on the news, the people nobody marches for, 

nobody holds a candle for,” said Hamilton, who 

works for the Brady Campaign to End Gun 

Violence. “It’s heartbreaking for them to watch the 

nation finally respond when it’s white kids in a 

suburban school who are killed.” 

Counterprotests by supporters of gun rights are 

taking place in cities including Helena, Mont., 

Boise and Salt Lake City. 

In Valparaiso, Ind., gun control and gun rights 

demonstrators were separated by a street, silver 

barricades and a line police officers. As gun 

control demonstrators chanted, counter 

protesters — who called their demonstration 

March for Our Rights — shouted back:  

 

“All amendments matter.”  

“Don’t tread on me.”  

“Stop confusing education with 

intelligence.” 
 

The loudest chants came from Spencer England, 

a 42-year-old from La Porte, Ind. The father of 

five daughters said his children all know how to 

shoot assault rifles and he made it a point to tell 

his older children about the Parkland shooting. 

“As a parent I feel horrible for the kids that were 

killed,” he said. “But you don’t say, ‘Hey there’s 200 

deaths from drinking and driving and now we take 

all the cars away from people.’” 

Protesters raise signs during a March for Our 

Lives demonstration demanding gun control in 

New York City. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters) 

In New York, a massive crowd of protesters 

started their demonstration in front of Trump 

Plaza on 61st Street. A teenage girl standing near 

the Dakota, where John Lennon was shot in 1980, 

held a sign that read, “If I die in a school shooting 

forget burial — drop my body on the steps of the 

capitol.” 

Megan Bonner, 16, survived the massacre at 

Stoneman Douglas and spoke on a stage in 

Central Park. In an interview, she said she grew 

up with active-shooter drills but never felt unsafe. 

“I never thought that it would happen at my 

school,” she said. “I never thought that I would 
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have to be one of those schools, and I never 

thought that I would have to go up on stage and 

say that I was a survivor.” 

Bonner said she knew Nikolas Cruz, the alleged 

shooter in last month’s massacre. 

“My friends constantly reported that he was 

threatening them,” Bonner said. “For instance, he 

told my friend that he was excited to gut her like a 

fish and play with her dead body.” She said she 

wants to see enhanced background checks and a 

waiting period for people who want to buy guns. 

Joe Bermudez, 58, said he is a supporter of 

President Trump and gun rights — and that no 

one on either side wants violence. 

“They are lovely Americans that are marching 

here,” he said, gesturing to the crowd. “They don’t 

want any violence, and we don’t want bloodshed 

any more than they want it.” 

High school juniors Lindsy Voelker and Sophia 

Reynolds go to school in rural Boiceville, N.Y., 

where they said many people own guns. They 

wore orange T-shirts that read “Enough” in 

multiple languages and featured tally marks to 

represent lives lost to gun violence. Reynolds, 17, 

said no one at her school spoke about the 

Parkland shooting, and that the silence made her 

mad. 

“I was angry, because it’s like 17 students were 

killed and then no one talks about it. It’s crazy — 

we’re students,” Reynolds said. “If we’re going to 

be the future of this country, we need to be taught 

about these things, so if we want to do anything 

about it, then we have the choice.” 

Some in New York came to protest the protesters. 

Jim McDonald, a 68-year-old New Yorker, wore 

an National Rifle Association hat and said the 

demonstrators are “leftists and communists” — 

and misinformed about guns. 

“These people do not understand that the Second 

Amendment means that a citizen can bear the 

same arms that an ordinary soldier would,” he 

said. 

 

In Columbus, Ga., the theme of a rally that was 

larger than expected seemed to be that, even in 

the South, gun control can be a viable cause. 

“This is very significant,” organizer Carolyn 

Weinbaum said. “This many people in this 

community in this part of the country. The open 

question is where do we take it from here, as a 

community.” 

Nick Rulon, a student at Columbus State 

University College of the Arts, said he planned to 

attend the rally in Atlanta. 

“But when I found out there was a rally going on in 

Columbus, I knew it was much more important to 

be a part of the dialogue here, in my community,” 

he said. 

In Parkland, Anishka Milleret pushed a 

wheelchair through the grass and up and down 

the small hillocks at Pine Trail Park. 

Her daughters, Dianna and Deanna Milleret, 16-

year-old twins, are sophomores at Stoneman 

Douglas. Deanna’s cerebral palsy requires her to 

be in a wheelchair much of the time. 

“They both have memories of that day, and they’re 

both dealing with it in their own ways,” Milleret 

said. 

Along with the trauma of being in school during 

the shooting, the Millerets had the added anxiety 

of not being able to locate Deanna for hours 

afterward. She was evacuated along with 

hundreds of other students to a nearby hotel, but 

it took her mother hours to get to her. 

“I’m hoping things can get back to normal at some 

point,” Milleret said. “I think they will. I hope so.” 

Zayn Gregory, 13, and her 16-month-old sister, 

Raeviane, wore matching “MSD strong” T-shirts, 

as did their father, James Gregory. Zayn said 

adults should pay attention to the teenagers. 

“We are speaking up so this never happens again,” 

Zayn said. “I think people need to listen to us. We 

can’t vote now, but we will soon.” 

 

 

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/ 
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TO DEFEAT TERRORISM, USE 'PEOPLE POWER'  

Nonviolent Citizens’ Movements Are the Missing 

Piece of a Global Strategy Against Extremism 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 / BY: Maria J. Stephan; 

Leanne Erdberg 

As governments and communities seek the right 

combination of methods to halt terrorism, one 

that we too often miss is nonviolent resistance. 

It’s not that we haven’t seen the power of protest 

movements that use mass marches, sit-ins, 

boycotts and other forceful but nonviolent 

tactics. To the contrary, people worldwide have 

been moved by watching such movements sweep 

aside the walls of apartheid, the tanks of dictators 

or the impunity of kleptocracies. But 

governments and civil society alike have failed to 

connect the dots—to promote nonviolent action 

that can help communities address grievances 

while absorbing the youth alienation upon which 

terrorist movements feed. 

Tunisians demonstrated in Tunis in 2012. The 

country’s nonviolent, pro-democracy movement, 

fueled largely by youth, competes against the 

appeal of extremist groups. 

We understand the need to undercut extremist  

ideologies by strengthening the inclusiveness and 

justice of governance in conflict-afflicted 

societies. Thus governments and peacebuilding 

organizations fund and support programs to 

redress injustices and alienation. Such programs 

may focus on strengthening the rule of law under 

corrupt or weak governments; others build the 

social and political participation of youth and 

women. Or they may strengthen communities 

through local dialogue initiatives and other 

methods of conflict resolution. 

Those efforts are essential. Yet a piece is missing. 

Typical strategies to counter violent extremism 

fail to confront what we know is a paramount 

appeal to youth of terrorist groups: the attraction 

of belonging to a community that seems to be on 

a moral mission to resist injustices. As one 

strategy study of recent years noted, ISIS’ 

powerful message for recruiting alienated youth 

is simply, “join us and help build an ideal society 

where you will always belong.” 

Movements Offer Youth a Mission 

Any complete strategy against terrorism must 

beat this extremist offer to youth of belonging 

and mission. In the marketplace of ideas and 

emotion, the product that can beat it is “people 

power.” It is no accident that, for decades, the 

faces we have seen in nonviolent, grassroots 

throngs—from South Africa’s anti-apartheid 

campaigns, to Tunisia’s Arab Spring, to East 

Germany’s toppling of the Berlin Wall—are so 

often youthful. Grassroots resistance movements 

offer alienated youth a powerful group within 

which to press a moral cause, feel the validation 

of social bonds, and concretely redress the ills 

that energized them through collective action. 

A first reason that nonviolent resistance can 

displace terrorism is that it addresses the kinds of 

injustice on which extremist ideologies feed. In 

Nigeria, Boko Haram began in part as an anti-

corruption movement—and grew in strength and 

brutality on the fuel of Nigerian army units’ 

indiscriminate attacks on civilians. In Iraq, ISIS 

was able to seize much of the Sunni Muslim 

heartland because it won support from Sunnis 

who felt marginalized and alienated by the 

central government. Both of those extremist 

groups, and many others, dramatize just such 

injustices in their recruitment campaigns and 

propaganda videos—and declare that only 

violent struggle can advance a righteous cause. 

A second reason that nonviolent resistance can 

trump terrorism is that, as the hard data show, it 

is more effective than violence. More than a 

century’s worth of struggles worldwide have 

shown that peaceful resistance movements are 

twice as likely as armed struggles to achieve their 

objectives. And they are significantly more likely 

to produce rights-respecting and peaceful 

societies in the end. Campaigns of forceful but 

nonviolent action are especially valuable against 

tyrants: In recent decades, they toppled dictators 
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such as Chile’s Augusto Pinochet, Serbia’s 

Slobodan Milosevic, and Liberia’s Charles Taylor. 

Nonviolent Struggle Works Better 

So to add this “missing piece” to our strategies 

against terrorism and extremism, a powerful step 

is simply to show aggrieved communities that 

nonviolent struggle works better. The stories and 

images of successful resistance against corruption 

and tyranny—from Gambia or Guatemala, 

Argentina or Afghanistan—can dilute the 

extremists’ allure. Fortunately, many of these 

campaigns are well-documented and just need to 

be popularized and adapted locally. 

A third reason to promote nonviolent action is 

the healthier state in which it leaves societies and 

individual participants. Societies changed by 

nonviolent movements are more stable, and the 

improvements more lasting. For individuals, the 

emotional effects of camaraderie and solidarity at 

in sit-ins and marches can be powerful—in 

contrast to the psychological damage from killing 

people. In 2000, Serbian youth famously branded 

their anti-dictatorship movement, Otpor, with a 

clenched fist and made participation in their 

nonviolent activities cool, hip, and fun 

Even in the toughest cases, where extremists have 

achieved power, nonviolent resistance can 

weaken them. Under ISIS’ brutal rule in Iraq and 

Syria, protests led by women or respected 

religious figures led to tactical victories such as 

the protection of cultural sites and the release of 

political prisoners. Resisters used comedy and 

satire to counter ISIS and similar groups in videos 

that animate the absurdity of their extremism. 

Community-led, nonviolent, collective action has 

resisted predatory armed groups in places like 

Colombia, Syria, and the Philippines, protecting 

civilians in the process. 

So how can this effective “missing piece” be 

deployed to dissolve the roots of terrorism? Like 

dialogue and facilitation, strategic nonviolent 

action and movement building are skills that are 

transferable across cultures and contexts. For the 

most part, this work is done at a modest scale by 

nonprofit, nongovernment organizations such as 

International Center for Nonviolent Conflict, 

Beautiful Rising, Rhize, and Nonviolence 

International. These organizations, along with 

the U.S. Institute of Peace, specialize in training, 

education, and the building of peer networks 

among activists and movements. Equipping 

aggrieved, oppressed peoples with the knowledge 

and know-how to organize in their communities 

and build powerful movements to advance rights 

and freedoms is a powerful antidote to violent 

extremism. 

In the end, that “missing piece” to defeat 

terrorism is not missing after all. It’s in plain 

sight—but must be expanded if it is to fulfill its 

powerful potential. 

 

Source: https://www.usip.org/ 
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COULD PAKISTAN’S PROTESTS UNDERCUT TALIBAN 

AND EXTREMISM? 
Ethnic Pashtuns demand inclusion for Pakistan’s 

deprived border region. 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 / BY: James Rupert 

 

Tens of thousands of ethnic Pashtuns have held 

mass protests in Pakistan in the past three 

months, demanding justice and better 

governance for their communities. The largely 

youth-led protests forged an organization, the 

Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (“tahafuz” means 

“protection”), that has broadened its goals to 

include democracy and decentralization of power 

in Pakistan. The movement reflects demands for 

change among the roughly 30 million Pashtuns 

who form about 15 percent of Pakistan’s 

population, the country’s second-largest ethnic 

community. 

In March, hundreds of Pashtun men attended a 

protest at the North Waziristan town of Mir Ali, 

one of dozens of rallies since January. (RFE-RL) 

In March, hundreds of Pashtun men attended a 

protest at the North Waziristan town of Mir Ali, 

one of dozens of rallies since January. (Photo 

Courtesy: RFE-RL) 

The protest marks “a serious challenge to the 

Pakistani state, and the state needs to handle it 

carefully, addressing people’s grievances” rather 

than trying to ignore or suppress the ferment, 

according to Imtiaz Ali, a Pashtun writer and 

analyst. Ali last month wrote a USIP report on 

stabilizing Pakistan’s “tribal areas”—the sensitive 

portion of the 

Pakistan-Afghanistan 

border where the 

protests began. 

Pakistan’s 

government should 

use the protests to 

unstick a stalled 

reform program that 

could help stabilize 

the region, including 

Afghanistan, in the 

long run, Ali says. But 

Pakistani authorities 

are now doing the opposite, he said. 

So far, Pakistan’s government and military 

leadership are trying to quash the movement by 

pressuring Pakistani news media not to report on 

it, Ali said in an interview. Coverage of the 

protests “is absent in Urdu-language media, 

particularly TV channels,” and Pakistan’s more 

liberal “English-language media are doing very 

little coverage,” Ali said. “This is a bizarre policy 

that cannot be effective,” he said, because this 

uprising is Pakistan’s first mass protest 

movement being organized and promoted largely 

via social media. 

Pakistan’s Border ‘Colony’ 

The protest campaign erupted in January after 

police in Karachi killed a popular, aspiring 

Pashtun fashion model. Police declared that he 

actually had been a Pakistani Taliban fighter. At 

the protests’ core have been natives of Pakistan’s 

ethnic Pashtun border zone with Afghanistan—

the Federally Administered Tribal Areas, or 

FATA. The FATA zone was created in the 1800s 

by India’s British colonial rulers, who found 

themselves unable to militarily control the 

rugged region and its tribes. The British Raj 
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established a loose control by letting the tribes 

manage their internal affairs, and by mounting 

punitive military assaults when tribal leaders 

resisted British wishes. 

A map of Pakistan’s FATA region (in light orange) 

comprises eight tribal “agencies,” or districts, on 

the border with Afghanistan. FATA has long been 

a haven for Taliban and al-Qaeda militants who 

conduct attacks in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

(RFE-RL) 

Pakistan’s FATA region (in light orange) 

comprises seven tribal “agencies,” or districts, on 

the border with Afghanistan. FATA has long been 

a haven for Taliban and al-Qaeda militants who 

conduct attacks in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

(RFE-RL) 

Many Pashtuns say Pakistan continues to rule 

FATA like a colony, and police too often 

stereotype Pashtuns as terrorists. Protesters say 

the man gunned down in the Karachi police raid, 

like hundreds of other Pashtuns, was killed in a 

“fake encounter,” in which police shoot people 

they consider suspects, and then characterize the 

incident as a gun battle against armed criminals. 

Human Rights Watch and other human rights 

monitors have said police in Pakistan use such 

“fake encounters” to commit hundreds or 

thousands of extrajudicial killings each year. 

Since Pakistan’s creation in 1947, Pakistan has 

ruled FATA through a combination of British 

colonial laws, military power and government-

appointed “agents” who wield authoritarian 

power in their areas. Any hope of stabilizing 

Pakistan’s border area and reducing the influence 

of extremist movements, including the Pakistani 

and Afghan Taliban, 

depends on Pakistan 

integrating FATA 

fully into the 

country’s legal, 

political and 

economic systems, 

Ali wrote in the USIP 

report. Now, the 

most effective way for 

Pakistan to respond 

to the Pashtun 

protests “will be for 

the establishment to 

sit and talk with them and expedite this process 

of integration.” 

FATA: A Zone of War and Deprivation 

The FATA region is largely jagged mountains and 

rocky deserts spotted with green valleys that 

sustain limited agriculture. Its villages and 

wilderness have been home to violent extremist 

groups. Afghan refugees poured in from the 

Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in the 1980s, 

and Afghanistan’s Taliban movement recruited 

among them a decade later. After the 2001 

collapse of the Taliban regime, FATA became a 

sanctuary for the Taliban, al-Qaida and allied 

groups of Arab, Chechen, Uzbek, Uighur and 

other fighters. The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 

(Pakistan Taliban Movement) was born and took 

control across wide swaths of FATA. Pakistan at 

times controlled little more than the barbed-wire 

confines of its military posts dotting the region. 

American drone strikes and periodic Pakistani 

military raids followed, trapping FATA’s residents 

in a war and shoving FATA localities—

Waziristan, Bajaur and others—into global 

headlines. With FATA as a base, Pakistan’s 

Taliban seized control of the Swat Valley and 

districts closer to Pakistan’s capital. Beginning in 

2007, the army counter-attacked, eventually 
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launching a decade of military offensives across 

FATA that uprooted much of its population and 

destroyed communities. In 2014, a United 

Nations mission counted one million people 

displaced by just one of those offensives. 

(Pakistan estimates FATA’s population at five 

million people, a figure that FATA leaders dispute 

as too low.) 

FATA’s generations of isolation and years of war 

have plunged its people into the deepest 

deprivation in Pakistan. Fully 73 percent of FATA 

residents live in what development specialists call 

“multidimensional poverty,” lacking even basics 

of nutrition, schooling for children, access to 

electricity, cooking fuel or clean water. Only 28 

percent of adults—and eight percent of women—

can read and write (compared to Pakistan’s 

overall adult literacy rate of 57 percent). Schools 

and hospitals have crumbled. Unemployment is 

massive. So many Pashtuns have fled FATA that 

the seaport of Karachi, 800 miles away, now holds 

the world’s largest Pashtun urban population. 

Stabilizing an Extremist Sanctuary 

Many Pakistani political leaders and analysts 

have agreed for years on the need to end FATA’s 

quasi-colonial status. Under a plan framed by a 

government committee in 2016, FATA would be 

integrated into Pakistan’s Pashtun-dominated 

northwestern province, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

This would give FATA’s people their first access 

to legal rights through a court system, and their 

first effective voice in elections and a legislature, 

Ali said. 

To give FATA’s people a chance to rebuild lives 

and communities, and confront the extremist 

movements, a political integration of FATA 

within Pakistan must include a strong program of 

economic and social development, Ali writes. 

And that development effort must pay special 

attention to education and development efforts 

for girls and women. 

But “the challenge to any proposals for reforms in 

FATA—and there have been many proposals—

has always been implementation,” Ali writes in 

the USIP report. And the 2016 plan to reform 

FATA faces at least two obstacles: the need for 

money and the fears of the politically powerful 

army. 

Even the plan’s supporters say it is unclear that 

Pakistan has the political will to finance the 

development of FATA. Pakistan’s “provinces, 

which cannot agree on [how to share government 

revenues] among themselves, are likely to be 

united in opposing” any plan to shunt significant 

federal funds to improve conditions in FATA, a 

prominent Pakistani daily, The News, declared 

last year in an editorial. 

Pakistan’s Army Is Critical 

And while the military formally has supported 

the integration of FATA into Pakistan’s state, it 

seems inclined to fear and resist the current 

protest movement, rather than to work with it. 

The armed forces, which have ruled the Pakistani 

state for nearly half of its 71 years, are allergic to 

any idea—including the new movement—that 

appears fueled by Pashtun nationalism. 

Military spokesmen have suggested that the 

protests are being goaded secretly by 

Afghanistan’s own heavily Pashtun government 

as a way of promoting an old Afghan claim on 

Pakistan’s northwestern territories. Afghanistan 

has never formally recognized the “Durand Line,” 

which forms the two countries’ border, or 

Pakistan’s sovereignty over its Pashtun region. 

 

This unresolved territorial dispute underlies 

much of the decades-long conflict along the 

border. “A reform of FATA would help to end the 

safe havens for militancy in Pakistan, which 

would be good for Afghanistan also, and good for 

international security,” Ali said. “America needs 

to work with both sides to bring them together 

on this issue, for the benefit of everyone.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.usip.org/ 
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by MIKI KASHTAN 
Miki Kashtan co-founded Bay Area Nonviolent 

Communication, consults at the Center for Efficient 

Collaboration, and blogs at thefearlessheart.org. Her latest 

book is Reweaving Our Human Fabric: Working Together to 

Create a Nonviolent Future (Fearless Heart Publications, 

2015). 

 

Many years ago, just as I was beginning to explore 

nonviolence, the prime minister of the country I 

am originally from, Yitzhak Rabin, was 

assassinated by an ultra-right wing young man, 

Yigal Amir. Within hours, while talking with a 

supportive friend, I experienced the most 

unexpected feeling I could imagine: I felt 

compassion for God, in whose existence I don't 

even believe! It was visceral and simple: a wave of 

tenderness washed over me when I recognized 

that in that moment God had the excruciating 

task of loving Yigal Amir, the assassin. 

The task of opening our hearts to everyone, 

including those whose actions we see as 

dangerous and harmful, is at the root of 

embracing nonviolence. Oftentimes, it's far easier 

to embrace nonviolence in action—doing no 

harm on the material plane—than it is to 

embrace nonviolence in word. It is, again, easier 

to embrace nonviolence in word than in thought. 

Yet, as Gandhi showed us, nonviolence reaches its 

fullest expression when it's practiced at all three 

levels: thought, word, and action. 

Similarly, many of us who choose nonviolence as 

a path of activism find it easier to practice 

nonviolence on the streets, in campaigns, and in 

other dramatic settings rather than to embrace 

nonviolence as a way of life that guides our every 

move. This aspect of nonviolence happens far 

away from the limelight, and rarely leads to any 

substantive changes on the larger, systemic level. 

I see this kind of nonviolent living as a form of 

constructive program available to any of us, 

always. There's no setting in which we can't 

practice it, no matter how extreme, because we 

always have the internal sphere in which we can 

begin our practice. 

At all levels, this path spells a commitment to 

leadership, regardless of circumstances: the 

willingness to unilaterally assume 

interdependent responsibility for the whole. It's 

unilateral willingness, because we are called 

commit to the path regardless of what others do. 

If kindness is part of my set of values, for example, 

it means I commit to kindness towards others 

regardless of whether or not they are kind to me. 

It's interdependent responsibility, because 

leadership always involves collaboration with 

others. Day by day, on an endless journey, we can 

then learn better how to put all the pieces 

together and forge a path that has integrity, that 

NONVIOLENCE IS TAKING RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR THE WHOLE 
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is aligned with our vision for the world, and that 

is within our own human limits. 

In this way, nonviolence and widespread 

leadership are the most direct antidotes to 

thousands of years of patriarchy and its offspring, 

now most acutely global capitalism and white 

supremacy. Nonviolence directly counters and 

transcends the pillars of patriarchy—separation, 

scarcity, and powerlessness—that have become 

the soundtrack of modern living. Nonviolent 

leadership connects us with ourselves, other 

individuals and communities, nature, and life as 

a whole. Nonviolent leadership emerges 

organically from 

the longing for a 

world that works 

for all. Nonviolent 

leadership is an 

invitation to 

reclaiming the full 

power of choice 

that we can access 

as humans, and to 

then collaborate 

with others for the 

benefit of all. 

What does it look 

like when we do 

it? 

Fundamentally, 

for me, it takes the 

form of stepping 

outside of the 

patriarchal norms within which we have become 

accustomed to live and which we use to evaluate 

everything, including our actions to transform 

patriarchy itself. 

Internally: Since patriarchy rests on an incessant 

drive to control that of which we are afraid, one 

clear step forward is to shift from control to 

humility; from fear and protection to opening our 

hearts to the humanity of everyone; and from an 

exterior of strength to tenderness and 

vulnerability. This is the kind of practice that 

allowed a number of Civil Rights activists in the 

’60s to express forgiveness to their killers as they 

were dying. This is what caring for the whole 

ultimately means. The reward for this exacting 

practice is an immense expansion of freedom and 

choice. This is how the practice of vulnerability 

has made me so much stronger rather than 

weaker, as common norms would assume. The 

whole also includes us. Part of the practice is to 

increase our capacity for self-warmth and 

acceptance. No longer are we reactive, ruled by 

habitual fight/flight/freeze responses. We 

develop, instead, the capacity to choose how we 

respond based on what I have come to call 

nonreactive 

discernment. 

Interpersonally: 

One of the ways 

that I understand 

nonviolence is as 

the courage to 

speak truth with 

love. Sometimes, 

this means being 

empathic even 

when we are 

hurting, 

continuing to see 

and reflect to the 

other their own 

humanity and 

suffering even 

when they cannot 

hear us. One of my 

favorite examples of this is the work of Edwin 

Rutch, who has brought his Empathy Tent to 

rallies and events of both the right and the left, 

always inviting people to be listened to or to 

listen to each other. 

Sometimes, interpersonal nonviolence means 

speaking up and asking the other to hear us first, 

allowing our hearts to break and showing the 

truth of what we say. Tenderness, towards self 

and other, allows us to metabolize our own and 

others’ failures to live up to our values and to 

recognize our embeddedness within systems that 
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dramatically constrain our options and capacity 

for choice. Vulnerability breaks down the cycle 

of escalation that responds to harshness with 

erecting protection and distancing. Sharing our 

vulnerability in the face of distance and judgment 

breaks down barriers and allows the magic of 

connection to surface again. 

In the world: Life in our modern world is defined 

by norms that go against our evolutionary 

makeup. We are implicitly instructed to treat 

each other with perpetual low-grade mistrust; to 

anticipate transactional relationships based on 

exchange rather than care and generosity; and to 

prioritize the smooth functioning of the status 

quo rather than truth, integrity, or purpose. 

 

“Nonviolent leadership 

connects us with 

ourselves, other 

individuals and 

communities, nature, 

and life as a whole.” 
 

Instead, we can choose to embody, moment by 

moment, what nonviolent leadership entails, 

regardless of where we are. It means 

remembering our largest vision for the world; 

reflecting on our values; assessing the 

possibilities of the moment, including the risks 

we incur by acting outside the norms; and 

choosing what is ours to do given our own gifts, 

challenges, limitations, and deepest priorities. 

Sometimes, the difference would hardly be 

perceptible; maybe a smile to someone who’s 

been shunned by others. Sometimes, the 

difference would be heroic acts. An unknown 

African-American cashier received money from a 

man who had a swastika tattooed between his 

thumb and forefinger. Without losing a beat, she 

looked him in the eye and said something like:  

 

“Why are you doing this to yourself? 

You are better than that.” 

 
A year later, this man began a process that 

changed the course of his life, and he credits that 

one minute encounter as the watershed event 

that started him on his inner journey. 

The times we live in are not “normal.” When I 

imagine more of us embracing the soft qualities 

of tenderness and subverting the hard-edged 

qualities of our times, even while stepping into 

more courage and truth, I have much more faith 

in the chances of surviving these times and 

finding again our place within the web of life that 

sustains us all. 

 

Source: http://thefearlessheart.org/ 
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EXPOSING THE ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS OF WAR 

 
For centuries, war has not only involved the 

annihilation of human life, but also 

environmental destruction, in the forms of both 

‘collateral damage’ and deliberate damage to 

environments. Modern day warfare and 

technological advances have increased the 

ecological disturbances associated with war, both 

in the manufacturing and development of 

weapons. 

“The environment has long been a silent casualty 

of war and armed conflict. From the 

contamination of land and the destruction of 

forests to the plunder of natural resources and 

the collapse of management systems, the 

environmental consequences of war are often 

widespread and devastating.” -Ban Ki-moon, UN 

Secretary General 

OIL CONSUMPTION AND CARBON 

EMISSIONS 

 
The U.S. military is widely thought to be the 

world’s biggest institutional consumer of crude 

oil, although obtaining exact usage numbers is an 

ongoing challenge. Military emissions are not 

captured in the national greenhouse gas 

inventories that all industrialized nations, 

including the United States, report under the 

United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. 

“If we’re going to win on climate we have to make 

sure we are counting carbon completely, not 

exempting different things like military 

emissions because it is politically inconvenient to 

count them. The atmosphere certainly counts the 

carbon from the military, therefore we must as 

well.”-Stephen Kretzmann, Director of Oil 

Change International 

The Iraq war was responsible for 141m tons of 

carbon releases in its first four years, according to 

an Oil Change International report. On an annual 

basis, this was more than the emissions from 139 

countries in this period, or about the same as 

putting an additional 25 million cars on U.S. 

roads for a full year. Around the world, climate 

activists are seeing the connections between 

militarism and the environment. 

DEPLETED URANIUM 

During the 1991 Gulf War, the U.S. bombed Iraq 

with 340 tons of missiles containing depleted 

uranium, which has increased the cancer rates in 

Iraq. Depleted Uranium is almost twice as dense 

as lead, and researchers have suggested the 

radiation from these weapons has poisoned the 

soil and water of Iraq, making the environment 

carcinogenic. The U.S.-led bombing campaign 

during 1991 destroyed the infrastructure of Iraqi 

society, destroyed water and sewer systems, and 

contaminated the surrounding ecosystems. 
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AGENT ORANGE 

Probably the most infamous of chemical 

weapons, Agent Orange has had long-lasting 

effects on Vietnam’s water supply and ecosystem. 

The defoliant was used extensively during the 

U.S. conflict in Vietnam. Overall, at least 35% of 

South Vietnam’s forests were sprayed with Agent 

Orange at least once over a nine-year period. Two 

to three weeks after being sprayed, the trees 

would drop their leaves, remaining bare for 

several months after. That was an advantage to 

the U.S. military, but a disaster for these tropical 

forests, where biodiversity was destroyed: plants 

growing on plants, thousands of kinds of insects, 

hundreds of birds. A mid-1980s study by 

Vietnamese ecologists documented just 24 

species of birds and 5 species of mammals present 

in sprayed forests and converted areas, compared 

to 145-170 bird species and 30-55 kinds of 

mammals in intact forest. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

Besides the significant loss of human life and 

subsequent radiation sickness and birth defects, 

environmental impact of nuclear weapons is 

profound. When the U.S. dropped bombs on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the water supply was 

contaminated, the ecosystem was damaged, and 

the natural habitat was completely destroyed. 

The production, testing, and transport, and use of 

these weapons also has extreme negative effects 

on the environment. Despite a nuclear 

proliferation treaty that was signed in 1970 by 190 

countries, many nuclear countries (including the 

U.S.) continue to invest in modernizing their 

nuclear weapon programs. The Arms Control 

Association reports that the United States 

currently has 1,597 deployed and 2,800 non-

deployed strategic nuclear warheads, and 500 

tactical nuclear warheads. 

OPPORTUNITY COST: WHAT ELSE COULD 

WE BE DOING? 

An obvious opportunity cost of waging war is that 

instead of working for a cleaner, cooler future, 

our tax dollars are being spent on human death 

and environmental destruction. Money spent on 

endless war is money not spent reducing our 

dependence on fossil fuels or supporting the 

transition to a low-carbon economy. The U.S. 

currently has a plan to spend $1 trillion dollars 

modernizing the U.S. nuclear weapons program 

over the next 30 years, which could lead us into 

new nuclear arms race. The military budget and 

growing deficit take taxpayer dollars away from 

the development of renewable energy 

technologies, and limit spending on programs to 

reduce the insecurity caused by climate change. 

 

Source: https://wovenow.org/ 
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TEACHERS' STRIKES: MEET THE LEADERS OF THE 

MOVEMENT MARCHING ACROSS AMERICA 

Teachers around the US are taking matters into their own hands as they 

strike for raises and school funding – in some cases without union support 
 

By Adam Gabbatt and Mike Elk 

Mon 16 Apr 2018  

 

 
Teachers in Kentucky fill the state capitol to rally for increased funding on 2 April. 

Photograph: Timothy D. Easley/AP 

 

 

When teachers in West Virginia went on strike in February, there was little indication that a swath of 

other states would follow suit. 

But that action in the Appalachian state, which resulted in teachers winning a 5% pay rise, has spurred 

on educators in Oklahoma, Kentucky and Arizona. 

Teachers in Oklahoma have been on strike since 2 April, while school districts have also walked out 

in Kentucky. In Arizona, teachers are demanding a 20% pay rise and could go on strike at the end of 

April. 

In some states the protests are being driven from the bottom up, rather than by unions, as teachers 

and school districts take matters into their own hands. 

Here are some of the leaders of the teachers’ strike movement. 
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Cindy Gaete is a 25-year-old teacher at 

Marshall elementary school in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma. The daughter of Chilean 

immigrants, she is currently the only Spanish 

speaker in her school, which is nearly a third 

Latino. 

She says it is frustrating that in addition to her 

teaching duties that the lack of Spanish 

speakers means that any time the schools needs 

to communicate with parents that she has to 

serve as translator. 

“The first thing I told my principal when I got hired is that if we are a third Latino, there should not 

be just one Hispanic teacher in your school,” said Gaete. 

Inspired to fix her school, she helped lead a 110-mile March for Education that arrived in Tulsa from 

Oklahoma City. 

As teachers are expected to end their strike this week, she says that it’s important for teachers like her 

to run for office to keep the momentum. On Saturday, Gaete decided to lead by example and file her 

papers to run for state representative in Oklahoma 78th house district. 

“Today I start day one of my campaign for house district 78,” said Gaete in announcing her bid. “For 

my students. For my community. Because all students deserve an equitable educational experience, 

regardless of race, socio-economic status and gender.” 

 

 State representative Attica Scott is 

currently the only black woman serving in the 

Kentucky general assembly. The 46-year-old 

former executive director of Kentucky Jobs 

With Justice, she challenged a 34 year 

incumbent corporate Democrat in 2016 to 

take office and is working hard to encourage 

more women to run for office. 

She says that one of the reasons that teachers, 

a field that is 77% female, are underpaid 

because they are women. 

“This teacher movement is being led mostly by women because most of the teachers are women and 

it’s also one of the reasons why teachers are so under attack,” says Scott. “As so often in fields led by 

women those are the fields that are seen as most vulnerable by politicians.” 

“The fact that we see an underrepresentation of women in elected office has a significant part to play 

in these attacks,” she says. 

To correct the problem, Scott is helping lead an effort in conjunction with Emerge Kentucky to elect 

over 40 female teachers to the Kentucky state house. 

“We as women in office have to make sure that we are bringing along with us our sisters across the 

country, who are wanting to run for office,” says Scott. 

In the #MeToo era, Scott thinks that the dynamics of more women running for office could be a 

powerful force for desperately needed changes in state legislatures. 



Nonviolence News I April - May 2018                                                             31 
 

“I am so excited,” says Scott. “We are seeing this movement go from marching and protesting and 

rallying at state house to running for the state house.” 

 

Noah Karvelis, from Phoenix, Arizona, is one of the 

founders of the “Red for Ed” campaign that has seen 

thousands of teachers take part in actions around the 

state. 

The teachers are asking for a 20% pay rise, which they 

say would barely bring their wages in line with 

neighbouring states, and more funding for students. 

A report by WalletHub, published in September 2017, 

rated Arizona among the worst states in the country for 

public school spending per student and by pupil-to-

teacher ratio. In 2015, Arizona ranked third last in terms 

of state spending per pupil, according to the US Census 

Bureau. 

Red for Ed held a series of walk-ins at schools on 4 April, 

and more than 800 schools across the state will take 

part in walk-ins on 11 April. Karvalis said they were 

inspired by teachers’ success in West Virginia. 

“It’s empowered everybody. It’s shown us that you can 

do this, you can stand up, you can stand together and you can fight back and it’s shown us that you 

can win.” 

The state is set to finalise its budget on 17 or 19 April. If there is no substantial increase in educational 

funding then the teachers could decide to strike. 

“In the course of their winning, states like West Virginia have left us a blueprint. We’re following those 

models, we’re taking notes,” Karvalis said. 

“They have been nothing but helpful and inspiring and it woke up a sleeping giant to see that.” 

 

Heather Cody is a 28-year-old single 

mother who attended Mayo 

Demonstration school, an innovative 

experimental public school in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, and currently teaches there. 

The school was once so innovative that 

teachers from around the state often went 

there to study their non-conventional 

methods of group learning and refusing to 

assign students to grades. 

However, budget cuts have decimated 

what was once a proud gem of Oklahoma’s education system. 

“I want my daughter so badly to go to Mayo, but it’s not special any more,” says Cody. 

Cody makes so little that she is forced to live with her parents to make ends meets. 
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After her parents offered to send her three-year-old daughter to private school because they were 

concerned about the low quality of public schools, she says she was determined to get involved to 

fight for public education funding. 

 I got my worldly view from public school and I just can’t imagine robbing my child of that 

Heather Cody 

“I went to public school all my life, I’m a public school product and I can’t imagine not having my 

daughter in a public school,” she said. “It’s so much more diverse. I just didn’t get my book smarts 

from there, but I got my worldly view from public school and I just can’t imagine robbing my child of 

that.” 

Two years ago, her union president encouraged her to get involved in an emerging leaders program. 

A valuable program that she says gave her the confidence to take charge of arranging logistics for the 

110-mile march for education from Tulsa to Oklahoma City. 

“I tell you, it wasn’t hard work because as soon as the media picked up on it, my phone started ringing,” 

says Cody. “It wasn’t working at all. They just came to me.” 

Cody says that after the march her and so many others inspired to get even more involved in 

organizing. 

“One thing that will happen for sure is that in November, there will be a change in Oklahoma,” says 

Cody. 

 

Marq Lewis is a 42-year-old African 

American documentary film-maker and 

activist who has primarily concentrated his 

work on organizing against police brutality. 

Lewis marched the entire 110-mile march 

from Tulsa to Oklahoma City during recent 

protests, livestreaming interviews and 

supporter reactions on his Facebook page, 

which average over 4,000 views per video 

with some live streams getting as many 

80,000 views. 

The reaction to the video has been overwhelming. 

“A lot of people have been calling me crying,” says Lewis. “A lot of people are saying that they have a 

deeper understanding because, like me, they didn’t really understand what teachers go through 

because teachers don’t get on television and get heard.” 

Before March, he had not really been involved in union struggles, focusing most of his work on police 

brutality. Lewis feels that the Oklahoma teachers’ walkout opened up new avenues between organized 

labor and communities of color. 

“This opened a window of opportunity for people in the marginalized community to understand in a 

concrete way what teachers have gone through, but also to see that teachers working in marginalized 

communities among African Americans and Hispanics or communities that are poor white need help,” 

says Lewis. 

“There is a still a huge disconnect,” says Lewis. “But I’m hoping that the march from Tulsa to 

Oklahoma City does not go down in vain, it just opens up the doors for future dialogue.” 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/  



Nonviolence News I April - May 2018                                                             33 
 

4 INSPIRATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 

YOU’VE PROBABLY NEVER HEARD OF 
Every year on 10 December, we celebrate 

International Human Rights Day. It’s an 

opportunity to commemorate those activists 

whose work has made the world a better place. 

People like Martin Luther King, who campaigned 

for racial equality, or Aung San Suu Kyi, the 

Burmese leader who helped free her country from 

military rule. 

Over time, some of these famous leaders become 

representatives of a larger movement – to the 

point that the achievements and sacrifices of 

those who fought alongside them are lost to 

history. 

But even though you’ve probably never heard of 

these human rights activists, they changed the 

world. 

 
From top left: Claudette Colvin; Sedick Isaacs; 

Octavius Catto; Sophia Duleep Singh 

 

You’ve heard of Frederick Douglass, but what 

about Octavius Catto? 

Frederick Douglass has, with good reason, gone 

down as the most influential African-American 

activist of the 19th century. Douglass was born 

into slavery, but after teaching himself how to 

read and write, and then escaping from his 

masters, he went on to become one of the leaders 

of the abolitionist movement. Even today, his 

work is still read in schools across the US. 

Octavius Catto’s achievements were no less 

important. Before he’d even turned 30, Catto had 

led a successful fight to desegregate 

Philadelphia’s horse-drawn streetcars. 

A few years later – following the passage of the 

15th Amendment, which enfranchised African-

Americans – Catto campaigned tirelessly to 

ensure his peers were allowed to exercise their 

rights as citizens. It was while doing this that he 

was shot dead. 

At the time, his murder caused a public outcry. 

But today most people have never heard of him, 

even though, as NPR noted, the forgotten hero 

laid the foundations for campaigners who came 

after him: “Catto and his generation left footsteps 

for 20th century men and women to follow.” 

 
Octavius Catto's tombstone.   Octavius Catto's 

tombstone 

 

You’ve heard of the Pankhursts, but what about 

Sophia Duleep Singh? 

When you think of the UK’s suffragette 

movement, one name comes to mind: the 

Pankhursts. It is in large part thanks to the 

activities of Emmeline Pankhurst, along with her 

daughters Christabel and Sylvia, that British 

women were granted the right to vote. 

But you’ve probably never heard of Sophia 

Duleep Singh. A descendent of Indian royalty and 
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the god-daughter of Queen Victoria, she was at 

the time “as close to an international celebrity as 

it was possible to be”, a BBC documentary 

reports. 

Sophia Duleep Singh 

While she could have taken that fame and used it 

to live a comfortable life, she instead became a 

suffragette, fundraising, marching on parliament, 

and breaking the law in the name of voting rights 

for women. 

You might not come across her name in many 

history books, but as her biographer points out, 

she was “pivotal in the struggle that helped shift 

the balance of power in Britain”. 

You’ve heard of Nelson Mandela, but what about 

Sedick Isaacs? 

He’s been described as one of the intellectual 

powerhouses of South Africa’s anti-Apartheid 

movement. And yet while we all know about 

Nelson Mandela, Steve Biko and Desmond Tutu, 

few will have heard of Sedick Isaacs. 

Isaacs never quite matched the profile of a 

political campaigner, and has been described as 

“quiet and unassuming”. But according to his 

obituary, “the gross ignominy and fundamental 

injustice of the apartheid system finally became 

too much for him to ignore,” and he joined the 

campaign for racial equality. 

After attempting to blow up a local electrical 

substation, he was arrested and spent 13 years in 

the infamous Robben Island prison. While he was 

there, he campaigned for the rights of prisoners 

to receive an education, and taught mathematics 

to his fellow inmates. 

 “We honour a remarkable and selfless man, who 

lived his life in the progressive service of his 

fellow human being,” South African activists said 

when he died. 

Sedick Isaacs returns to Robben Island prison after 

his release.   Sedick Isaacs returns to Robben Island 

prison after his release Image: New York Times 

You’ve heard of Rosa Parks, but what about 

Claudette Colvin? 

We’ve all heard the story of a woman who refused 

to give up her seat to a white person on a bus, and 

in doing so successfully challenged racist laws 

that treated African-Americans as second-class 

citizens. 

But 9 months before Rosa Parks did that – and 

kick-started the Montgomery Bus Boycott – 15-

year old Claudette Colvin did exactly the same 

thing. 

After refusing to stand for a white passenger, 

Colvin was hauled off the bus and thrown in a 

prison cell. She would eventually be one of the 

four women plaintiffs in Browder v. Gayle, the 

case that would end bus segregation in 

Montgomery. 

Despite her brave act, Colvin was for many years 

a “civil rights footnote”, the New York Times 

writes. She remained under the radar because at 

the time, she was considered an unsuitable face 

for the wider civil rights campaign, her 

biographer wrote years later. “They worried they 

couldn’t win with her.” 

As David J. Garrow, the Pulitzer Prize-winning 

biographer of Martin Luther King Jr points out, 

people like Colvin are “an important reminder 

that crucial change is often ignited by very plain, 

unremarkable people who then disappear”. 

 

Source: https://www.weforum.org/ 
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A CHILD OF WAR DEDICATES HERSELF TO PEACE 
by Mary de Sousa (Paris) 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 

“I was so angry, I felt like I wanted to blow up the 

whole world, but I didn't. I decided I wouldn't be 

pushed to become evil. I would choose 

peace."Dalia Al-Najjar has crammed a great deal 

into her short life. At 22, the Palestinian refugee 

has already lived through three wars and has 

spent every spare moment between siege and 

ceasefire studying, volunteering, working, 

blogging, on the daily struggle to live in Gaza – 

and planning how to change the future. 

“Wars and Peace”, from the Cartooning for Peace 

international network of editorial cartoonists, 

supported by UNESCO. 

A good deal of her energy goes into her role as 

Goodwill Ambassador for Children of Peace, a 

non-partisan children's charity dedicated to 

building trust, friendship and reconciliation 

between Israeli and Palestinian children, aged 4 

to 17, and their communities. 

Dalia says she is fuelled by anger and hope, but 

also that she draws heavily on a family culture 

that values education. She has consciously used 

learning as a means to realize her dreams, the 

greatest of which is to find solutions to violence 

and hatred. 

"My family has always made me aware that 

education is hugely important," she said. 

Dalia experienced her first siege when she was 

just 12, followed by two major conflicts. 

"I was in ninth grade when the first war started, 

and everything fell apart. I didn't understand: 

why were people killing each other? I thought it 

would last only a few weeks," she said. 

She continued to study throughout, finally 

graduating with a Bachelor's degree in Business 

Administration from the Islamic University of 

Gaza, her life reduced to the intermittent bursts 

of electricity in the city. 

"In those days I never went to school without 

watching the news first, and everything 

depended on the power schedule. So I woke up 

when there was electricity, or studied by 

candlelight, which destroyed my eyes. I would 

often fight with my brother and sister to get the 

candle." 

"Wars and Peace", from the Cartooning for Peace 

international network of editorial cartoonists, 

supported by UNESCO. 

The 2014 war proved a turning point for Dalia. 

"After the war, my ideas became much clearer. I 

didn't want anybody else to have to live like this. 

I chose to be optimistic, because if not, I don't 

live. Not living wasn't a choice for me," she said. 

Dalia was invited on a short scholarship to the 

United States, and began a blog and YouTube 

show. She is also a member of the World Youth 

Alliance, a New York-based international 

coalition, which works with young people 

worldwide to build a culture that nurtures and 

supports the dignity of the person – through 

advocacy, education and culture. 

But it is Dalia's work as a Goodwill Ambassador 

for Children of Peace that has changed her most 

profoundly. 

"It is easy to stay on your own side and demonize 

the other. Now I have Israeli friends and we 

realize we have been given different narratives, 

and we have to find our way through that 

together, using critical thinking," she explained. 

"Being on one side of a conflict makes it much 

easier to dehumanize someone than to accept 

that there is trauma on both sides." 

Now studying for her Master's degree in Human 

Resources in Sakarya, Turkey, Dalia has an 

exciting new project. She attended the Young 

Sustainable Impact (YSI) conference in Oslo in 

2017, as an ‘earthpreneur' (someone who uses 

entrepreneurship to work towards a sustainable 

planet), where she was tasked with proposing a 

startup that addressed one of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

And she has another goal. "I want to be prime 

minister," she said, matter-of-factly. 

Source: http://www.globalissues.org/ 
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THE CASE FOR THE RIGHT TO A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
Isidro Baldenegro López, a subsistence farmer 

and leader of the Tarahumara indigenous people 

in Mexico’s northern Sierra Madre mountain 

region, knew he was a marked man. The 50-year-

old had dedicated his life to defending the Sierra 

Tarahumara forest and the land that his people 

had inhabited for centuries—land that illegal 

loggers, supported by corrupt officials and 

landowners, had long targeted. Over the years, 

their pressure had forced the Tarahumara into 

progressively smaller, more isolated areas. More 

recently, their death threats had forced 

Baldenegro and his family from their community. 

In January 2017, he returned to the forest to visit 

a relative in Coloradas de la Virgen village; a few 

hours later, unidentified assailants shot him 

dead. 

Several months earlier, in March 2016, armed 

intruders battered down the door of the house 

where Honduran environmental activist Berta 

Cáceres, 44, was staying and killed her. By then, 

Cáceres, co-founder of the Council of Popular and 

Indigenous Organizations of Honduras, had 

endured years of death threats for activities that 

included waging a successful grassroots 

campaign against the Agua Zarca Dam project, a 

vast complex slated to be built by Chinese state-

owned Sinohydro, on land inhabited by the Lenca 

people. 

These are not isolated cases. People the world 

over are mobilizing to protect the environment 

against deepening ecological crisis: rampant toxic 

pollution, climate change, deforestation, 

biodiversity loss, land degradation, freshwater 

shortages. As the world’s natural resources face 

ever greater strain and exploitation, those who 

defend them against harmful mining, dams, 

logging, and agribusiness are suffering direct 

violations of their civil and political human 

rights. 

An increasing number are getting killed: in 2016, 

at least 200 killings of environmental and land 

rights activists were documented in 24 

countries—mostly in South America—according 

to Global Witness, the deadliest year on record 

for environmental activists globally. Nearly 40 

percent of those murdered were indigenous. 

Activists believe that companies or state forces 

are behind many of the assailants; few are ever 

arrested or even identified. 

 

The killings of Baldenegro and Cáceres, and many 

others around the world who fight publicly and 

forcefully to protect their environments from 

damage, together with the harmful impact of the 

deepening ecological crisis, have propelled to the 

fore the debate surrounding the need to establish 

global recognition for the right to a healthy 

environment. They also have thrown into sharp 

relief the need for accountability and redress for 

those who suffer most as a result of 

environmental harm, often women, the poor, 

marginalized, racial and ethnic minorities, and 

the young. 
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In 2017, Human Rights Watch established its 

Environment and Human Rights Program as part 

of this effort, aiming to document, expose, and 

press governments to change policies that result 

in environmental degradation and impair 

people’s ability to enjoy their fundamental rights, 

as well as to underscore, via our research, the 

real-world implications of the right to a healthy 

environment. 

In signs of international progress, John Knox, the 

United Nations special rapporteur on human 

rights and the environment, after five years of 

intensive work, has helped clarify what 

international human rights law requires of 

governments vis-à-vis 

environmental issues, 

setting the stage for a 

fresh debate on global 

recognition of the 

right. The Committee 

on the Rights of the 

Child is 

contemplating 

preparing a General 

Comment on 

environmental issues 

that could recognize 

the right of the child 

to a healthy 

environment as 

implied in the 

Convention on the 

Rights of the Child. And in September 2017, 

during the UN General Assembly, the French 

government launched its “Global Pact for the 

Environment” initiative, which establishes the 

right to a healthy environment as one of its 

pillars. 

Now, after decades of incubation at national and 

regional levels, increasing global awareness of the 

interactions between human rights and the 

environment, and several positive steps taken in 

recent years, the international community should 

build on these advances and push for the global 

recognition of the right to a healthy environment. 

TIME FOR CHANGE 

The human right to a healthy environment brings 

together the environmental dimensions of civil, 

cultural, economic, political, and social rights, 

and protects the core elements of the natural 

environment that enable a life of dignity. Clean 

water, air, and soils, and diverse ecosystems are 

indispensable for people to lead lives in which 

they can enjoy adequate levels of health and 

security. The right also protects the civic space for 

individuals to engage in dialogue on 

environmental policy. Without it, government 

policies often cater to the commercial interests of 

the powerful, not the public, and certainly not the 

politically 

disenfranchised. 

Recognizing and 

implementing the 

right to a healthy 

environment could 

empower individuals 

and communities to 

defend their 

environment by 

invoking the right in 

their struggle for 

accountability and 

finding in it new legal 

arguments and 

recourse. 

Since the UN 

Conference on the 

Human Environment in 1972, more than 100 

countries have incorporated the right to a healthy 

environment in their national constitutions, in 

varying formulations. 

The 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child 

contains two explicit references to the 

environment. It links the child’s right to the 

highest attainable standard of health, including 

the right to nutritious food and safe drinking 

water, to issues of environmental pollution. It 

also defines environmental education as one of 

the goals of education. The 2013 Minamata 

Convention on Mercury incorporates elements 
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that recognize there is a right to protection from 

environmental harm, such as special measures to 

protect children and women of child-bearing age 

from exposure. The 2015 Paris Agreement on 

Climate Change marks the first multilateral 

environmental agreement to explicitly introduce 

human rights language. 

Certain regional human rights instruments 

explicitly articulate the right to a healthy 

environment. For example, the San Salvador 

Protocol to the American Convention on Human 

Rights states that, “Everyone shall have the right 

to live in a healthy environment and to have 

access to basic public services.” And the African 

Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

recognizes the right of peoples to “a general 

satisfactory environment favorable to their 

development.” 

Since the 1970s, for example, the Ogoni people in 

Nigeria’s Niger Delta have rallied around the 

right to a healthy environment in their national 

and international advocacy against the harmful 

impacts of oil exploitation on their lands and the 

abuses perpetrated by the Nigerian military. The 

Ogoni’s advocacy brought international attention 

to their cause, empowered their movement, and 

heralded changes in the conduct of the oil 

consortium and the Nigerian government. Their 

advocacy also allowed the African Commission 

on Human and Peoples’ Rights to spell out what 

governments must do to comply with the African 

Charter, including the duty to provide 

“meaningful opportunities for individuals to be 

heard and participate in development decisions 

affecting their communities.” 

More recently, in 2004, Beatriz Mendoza, a 

healthcare worker in Argentina, and 16 others 

took on the national, provincial, and city 

governments and charged them with ecological 

mismanagement of the Matanza Riachuelo Basin, 

a site of uncontrolled dumping of hazardous 

material by various industries. The pollution 

affected millions of people in Buenos Aires 

province, and for years was deemed an 

intractable environmental and human rights 

problem. In July 2008, Argentina’s Supreme 

Court found in favor of Mendoza based on the 

right to a healthy environment, which had been 

added to the Argentine constitution in 1994. The 

court ordered the government to elaborate and 

implement a plan for the environmental 

restoration of the basin, including measures to 

prevent pollution and a role for monitoring by 

nongovernmental organizations. 

A globally recognized right to a healthy 

environment should, of course, not be necessary 

to effectively protect individual environmental 

activists; assaults against them violate a range of 

universally recognized human rights, such as 

freedom of association and expression. 

But a globally recognized right to a healthy 

environment could also anchor the work of 

environmental defenders—too often stigmatized 

as anti-development and persecuted—squarely 

in the legitimacy of the human rights framework. 

That was indeed the central message of 

environmental defenders from around the world 

that met with the special rapporteur on human 

rights and the environment in Geneva in 2013 to 

reflect on his mandate. 

For example, in 2009 Phyllis Omido in Mombasa, 

Kenya, led a fight against a smelter that was 

poisoning her community with lead. Politicians 

and corporate interests vilified and labeled her as 

anti-jobs and anti-development in an effort to 

delegitimize her struggle. Nevertheless, Omido 

mobilized her community around the right to a 

healthy environment. It defused the smear 

campaign against her and strengthened her legal 

claims in court. 

 

FORGING THE LINK BETWEEN HUMAN 

RIGHTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL ABUSES 

Human Rights Watch has been establishing a link 

between human rights and environmental abuses 

for more than 20 years. 

For example, as early as 1992, Human Rights 

Watch in its “Defending the Earth” report found 

a link between human rights and environmental 

abuses global in scope. Almost a decade later, in 
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2011, our research found that several thousand 

children in China suffered permanent mental and 

physical disabilities as a result of lead poisoning. 

The same year, we reported how the Porgera 

mine of Canada’s Barrick Gold mining company 

in Papua New Guinea dumped 14,000 tons of 

liquid mining waste daily into a nearby river. 

In 2012, we documented how lead poisoning 

killed at least 400 children over two years in 

Bagega and released a video, “A Heavy Price: Lead 

Poisoning and Mining in Nigeria’s Zamfara 

State.” And in 2009 and 2013, we documented 

how illegal logging and governance failures in 

Indonesia undermined fundamental human 

rights and jeopardized the sustainability of forest 

use and global efforts to combat climate change. 

More recently, in 2015, we reported how climate 

change exacerbated the impacts of development 

projects in Ethiopia on indigenous peoples in the 

Turkana region of northwest Kenya, threatening 

their health and livelihoods. In 2015, we also 

documented widespread mercury pollution in 

artisanal gold mines in the Philippines. 

And in 2017, we documented how the United 

Nations’ failure to compensate victims of 

widespread lead poisoning in UN-run camps 

in Kosovo left affected families struggling to care 

for sick relatives exposed to the contamination. 

Many of those affected, including children, 

experienced a myriad of health problems, 

including seizures, kidney disease, and memory 

loss—all common long-term effects of lead 

poisoning.  

SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES 

The work of John Knox, the special rapporteur on 

human rights and environment, has set the stage 

for a renewed debate on the right to a healthy 

environment that should lead the UN Human 

Rights Council or the General Assembly to 

formally proclaim the right. 

As his term ends early in 2018, the special 

rapporteur is preparing a synthesis of human 

rights obligations with respect to a healthy and 

sustainable environment that he suggests can be 

accurately described under the rubric of the right 

to a healthy environment. 

A fresh debate on the right to a healthy 

environment would bring to sharper focus the 

urgent need for new and robust legal tools to 

empower communities and civil society groups to 

confront the local and global manifestations of 

the global environmental crisis. It would 

underline the need to tackle threats and attacks 

against environmental human rights defenders. It 

would increase appreciation of how humans are 

not isolated from, but depend on, the 

environment. It would amplify human awareness 

on the interrelatedness of the web of life. And it 

would highlight the right’s potential to address 

and redress the grave inequities suffered by 

individuals and communities exposed to 
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environmental degradation and the 

unsustainable extraction of natural resources. 

Another window of opportunity is the “Global 

Pact for the Environment,” launched at the 

General Assembly by the French government. 

With the support of like-minded states cutting 

through East-West and North-South divides, 

President Emmanuel Macron has encouraged the 

world to build on the success of the Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change and, with the 

Global Pact, transform societies by holding states 

accountable for flouting the environmental rights 

of a group or individual. 

Much as the two international human rights 

covenants from 1966 codified the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, the Global Pact is 

an attempt to codify the environmental rights 

and principles laid out in the seminal 1972 

Stockholm Declaration on the Human 

Environment and the 1992 Rio Declaration on 

Environment and Development. The Global Pact 

would thus become a third international 

covenant focused on environmental rights. 

A preliminary draft of the pact released by the 

French proclaims the right to an ecologically 

sound environment, in which “[e]very person has 

the right to live in an ecologically sound 

environment adequate for their health, well-

being, dignity, culture and fulfilment.” The 

French expect the General Assembly to 

commence negotiations on the Global Pact early 

in 2018, with a view to concluding them by 2020. 

The continued ecological viability of our planet 

has been placed into question by scientists 

worldwide. Civil society organizations have 

consistently voiced the need for a change in 

paradigm to preserve the earth’s capability to 

sustain life, to restore degraded ecosystems, and 

to foster a balanced interaction between humans 

and nature. 

The right to a healthy environment brings 

together all that humanity has learned on how 

human rights and the environment interact. It 

encompasses the environmental dimensions of 

the rights to life, health, food, water, sanitation, 

property, private life, culture, and non-

discrimination, among others. It will give those 

exposed to mercury in artisanal gold mines in the 

Philippines, those poisoned by soot in Piquiá de 

Baixo in northeastern Brazil, those contaminated 

by lead in Kosovo, as well as activists attacked for 

defending their environment and lands tools and 

political leverage to defend their rights. 

As our generation faces serious environmental 

and social crisis, the potential of the right to a 

healthy environment for progressive 

development and accountability cannot be 

understated. Its global recognition is long 

overdue. 

Source: https://www.hrw.org/ 
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WHAT IS EARTH DAY? 

Earth Day is an event celebrated every year on 

the 22nd of April. The event is held worldwide 

to celebrate support for protection of the 

environment, and has continuously drawn more 

and more people in each subsequent year. Earth 

Day brings attention to a large number of issues 

in requirement of attention, such as pollution of 

the ocean, debris left over on land, climate 

change, conservation of the Earth’s ecosystems, 

energy conservation, soil 

corruption, corrosion, 

overpopulation, nuclear 

issues, the depletion of 

the ozone layer, the 

depletion of the 

Earth’s natural 

resources, the 

introduction 

of wastes and 

toxicants into 

the 

wilderness 

and the seas, 

nanotechnology, 

and the 

deforestation of 

rain forests. 

Earth day was founded 

by United States Senator 

Gaylord Nelson on April 22, 

1970 to focus on issues related to 

environment. April 22nd was chosen because it 

did not conflict with any religious holidays, and 

was on a week where students were free from 

exams and were more likely to be in class. Each 

major event has also hosted a high number of 

increasingly thrilling activities, throughout 

Earth Day’s forty year history. 

Earth Day was first celebrated on 1970 and is 

celebrated in a total of 192 countries. This very 

first Earth Day in 1970 was celebrated primarily 

by students in colleges and universities in New 

York City. The end of the day received extensive 

coverage from all the major news castors and 

drew a crowd of just over one million people, an 

impressive feat. 

The 20th Anniversary Earth Day in 1990 drew 

nearly two hundred million people in a total of 

141 countries to bring the issue of environmental 

protection to the world stage. This Earth Day 

primarily drew in these crowds through more 

advanced marketing strategies such as e-mail, 

direct mail, and focus group testing.  

There were also various activities: 

members climbed and 

called from the summit 

of Mt. Everest to bring 

attention to world 

peace and 

environmental 

issues. They 

collected up to 

two tons of 

trash left 

behind on the 

mountain from 

previous 

climbing 

expeditions. 

Grassroots 

organizations also put 

together local coalitions to 

bring the attention of the 

environment to groups who had 

previously not supported Earth Day, and in an 

effort to win over their support. The 1990 Earth 

Day is particularly notable because it is the first 

year where Earth Day went global and drew in 

the participation of hundreds of foreign nations. 

The issues with the environmental were 

subsequently brought to the whole world’s 

attention. 

The 30th Anniversary of Earth Day was held in 

2000. It held many of the same similar activities 

as the 1990 Earth Day, except with the added 

benefit of the internet, which organized the 
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event on a massive scale and would prove 

invaluable for the years to come. The focus of 

this Earth Day was on clean energy and was 

produced on an even bigger scale than the 1990 

Earth Day. It drew in 184 countries (44 countries 

up from 1990) and enlisted the involvement of 

over 5,000 environmentalist organizations.  

Earth Day activities for 2000 from forming a 

talking, travelling drum chain in Gabon, West 

Africa) and a gathering of thousands in 

Washington D.C. 

Today, Earth Day is the largest secular civic 

event in the world. It draws the support of over 

170 countries and 17,000 environmentalist 

groups. For example, the 2007 Earth Day was 

the largest Earth Day event in history. Major 

cities hosting Earth Day events included Kiev, 

Caracas, Tuvalu, Manila, Madrid, London and 

New York.  In 2012, the focus of the Earth Day 

event was on overpopulation of the Earth. 

Earth Day anthem by William Wallace is 

associated with earth day. Earth Day lyrics are 

set to the tone of Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Ode 

to Joy” melody on which the official anthem of 

the European Union is based. 

 

“JOYFUL JOYFUL WE ADORE OUR 

EARTH IN ALL ITS 

WONDERMENT 

SIMPLE GIFTS OF NATURE THAT 

ALL JOIN INTO A PARADISE 

NOW WE MUST RESOLVE TO 

PROTECT HER 

SHOW HER OUR LOVE 

THROUGHOUT ALL TIME 

WITH OUR GENTLE HAND AND 

TOUCH 

WE MAKE OUR HOME A 

NEWBORN WORLD 

NOW WE MUST RESOLVE TO 

PROTECT HER 

SHOW HER OUR LOVE 

THROUGHOUT ALL TIME 

WITH OUR GENTLE HAND AND 

TOUCH 

WE MAKE OUR HOME A 

NEWBORN WORLD” 
 

Earth Day remains one of the largest events the 

world has ever seen, and is only to continue to 

grow in future years to bring world attention to 

the even more environmental issues that will 

most certainly arise. It is absolutely critical that 

we take care of the Earth and its natural 

resources, and not only is Earth Day a time to 

celebrate that, it is a time to make a difference 

as well. 

 

INTERNATIONAL_EARTH_DAY 

April 22nd is the day to celebrate Earth Day with 

earth day games, activities, crafts and more! 

Below are 25 wonderful collection of ideas to 

celebrate Earth Day. 

 

- Plant a tree. The best way to celebrate 

Earth Day is to plant a tree as it helps to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, increase the amount 

of oxygen, controls pollution, prevents soil 

erosion, controls floods, provides home to 

wildlife. 

- Talk to your friends about saving water 

while brushing teeth, switching off lights and 

fans before leaving room, use both sides of a 

paper, avoid taking printout, avoid excessive 

packaged items, prefer locally grown food etc. 

- Discuss with friends as to what steps you 

can take to reduce your carbon footprint. 

- Walk or ride your bicycle. You’ll save 

energy and help keep pollution levels down. 

- Wear green clothes. Be environment 

friendly. 



Nonviolence News I April – May 2018                                                            43 
 

- Learn more about the environment. 

Research about environmental issues and come 

out with your own ideas to control them. 

- Hold sessions and educate people about 

the environment. Inform people about our 

environment and explain why it is important to 

take care of it. 

- Clean up litter on roads. This is one of 

exercise that helps you to keep your surroundings 

neat and clean. 

- Sing or listen earth day songs. Download 

some songs from internet and sing them along 

with your friends. This helps other children to 

become interested in environmental topics. 

- Participate in earth day fair organized by 

your school, local government, or local 

neighborhood. Earth Day fair includes 

demonstration of benefits of locally grown food 

products, children’s artwork, sale of recycled 

products, local environmental organizations 

educating people regarding environmental 

issues, children singing songs related to 

environment and more! 

- Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. Avoid 

packaged items and buy as little as possible. 

Recycle old jars, waste paper, cans and find other 

uses for things that you no longer use. 

- Create beautiful work of art to show your 

concern for the environment. Show them to your 

class teacher and engage other children in 

conversations about your environmental 

concerns. 

- Make a tree, hang it on a wall and write 

pledge such as I’ll use less paper, plant a tree each 

week, save and conserve energy, recycle more, 

reduce carbon footprint, volunteer in different 

environmental activities. 

- Eat organic food. Plan a special Earth Day 

meal that is made from locally grown products, is 

healthy and has minimal impact on the 

environment. 

- Make musical instruments out of recycled 

materials. It can be empty jars, toilet paper rolls, 

paper towel rolls, drink bottles, aluminium cans 

etc. It is so much of fun and creative for kids. 

- Visit local crafts store for bags of shells or 

take a walk on a beach to find shells. Use those 

shells to create shell wind chime that can be hung 

in a garden where it will make lovely noise when 

moved by a breeze. 

- Clean your school and learn how to 

conserve natural resources. On Earth Day, you 

and your friends can join hands to clean the 

school and tell other children not to litter around. 

- Brainstorm ideas to conserve water, 

energy, soil, natural resources. Search on the 

internet and look out for alternative ways to save 

our environment. 

- Buy grocery bags from grocery store and 

create awareness by writing earth day messages. 

- Pinecone and peanut butter bird feeder is 

another such activity that kids enjoy the most. 

Let kids make some food for the birds, hang them 

outside and then wait for the birds to come and 

eat. 

- Buy goods packaged with or containing 

recycled items. Also, look out for recycle symbol 

printed on the goods you do buy. 

- Learn how composting keeps useful, 

organic waste out of landfills and create 

nutrients for the plants in your garden. 

- Make a list of resolutions that will make 

you and your family little more environmentally 

responsible. 

- Dispose off hazardous waste materials in 

recycling centers as cans of paint, batteries, other 

electronics when disposed openly could prove 

disastrous for the environment. 

- Appreciate nature and complexity of 

planet earth at a time when our planet is in 

danger from climate change, overpopulation, 

deforestation, depletion of ozone layer, 

increasing pollution levels, exploitation of 

natural resources and other man-made 

problems. 

 

 

Source: https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/
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INSPIRING QUOTES FOR NON-VIOLENCE ACTIONS 

 

Gandhi, who led his country’s battle for independence, is perhaps the best-known practitioner of 

non-violence. He inspired countless others with his philosophy, including Nobel Prize-winning 

scientist Albert Einstein. 

“Gandhi’s views were the most enlightened of all the political men of our time. We should strive to 

do things in his spirit: not to use violence in fighting for our cause, but by non-participation in 

anything you believe is evil,” Einstein wrote. 

 

 

 



Nonviolence News I April – May 2018                                                            45 
 

 

“When it gets down to having to use violence, then you are playing the system’s game. The 

establishment will irritate you – pull your beard, flick your face – to make you fight. Because once 

they’ve got you violent, then they know how to handle you. The only thing they don’t know how to 

handle is non-violence and humour.” - John Lennon, musician 

 

 

“The pacifist’s task today is to find a method of helping and healing which provides a revolutionary 

constructive substitute for war.” - Vera Brittain, author and pacifist 
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Global Organisations Engaged in 

Nonviolence and Peace Activities
AUSTRALIA 

1. International Centre of Nonviolence 
Australia  
www.nonviolence.org.au 
The main objective of the International 
Centre of Nonviolence Australia  is to part 
education on action in nonviolence at 
various levels. 
The vision the International Centre of 
Nonviolence Australia  is of a nonviolent 
society based on the celebration of our 
common humanity and of the natural 
environment that sustains us. It works to 
make strategic interventions in education – 
development of educators and curricula, 
teaching and writing – that challenge 
structural violence, enable learning 
untainted by violence and advance a culture 
of nonviolence. It works through reflective 
practice and focused research to develop and 
disseminate its understanding, and to build 
networks of educators with a similar vision 
and commitment. 
Contact: International Centre of 
Nonviolence Australia 
Suite 102 L1 (Lower Ground),  
Maestri Towers  
515 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000, 
GPO Box 4098 Sydney NSW 2001 
Tel: +612 9283 5088 
pr@nonviolence.org.au 
 

2. Sydney Peace Foundation (SPF) 
sydneypeacefoundation.org.au 
The Sydney Peace Foundation, a University 
of Sydney foundation promotes peace with 
justice and the practice of Nonviolence and 
awards the Sydney Peace Prize, Australia’s 
international prize for peace. The Sydney 
Peace Foundation (SPF) encourages to think 
about the meaning of peace, justice and 
alternatives to violence.  
Contact: The Sydney Peace Foundation 
Mackie Building K01, University of Sydney 
NSW 2006, Australia 
Tel: +61 2 9351 4468 
peace.foundation@sydney.edu.au 

 
3. The World Peace Society of Australia, 

Australia 
www.worldpeace.org.au 
The World Peace Society of Australia, 
Australia has a Vision: “Peace Begins with 
Me”, and a Mission Statement: “We hold that 
a lasting peace will not be found in the 
world, until it is developed in the hearts of 
humanity. Its goal is to inspire the brothers 
and sisters of our human family with an 
achievable vision that is not bound by 
politics or religion or economics but an 
inevitable, triumphant victory of the heart. 
Contact: World Peace Society 
731 Pacific Drive, 
Deepwater, Qld, 4674, Australia 
 

4. Soka Gakkai International (SGI), 
Australia 
 www.sgiaust.org.au 
Soka Gakkai, literally translates as “value 
creation society”. Soka Gakkai International 
(SGI) throughout the world strive to reveal 
the life state of Buddhahood or 
enlightenment and enact the creative and 
compassionate potential in life. 
Contact: Soka Gakkai International (SGI), 
The Australia Culture Centre, 3 Parkview 
Drive, Sydney Olympic Park NSW 2127, 
Phone: (02) 9763 2283, 
admin@sgiaust.org.au 

5. Centre for Nonviolence, Victoria, 
Australia  
 www.cnv.org.au 
CNV is active in various violence prevention 
and community education and engagement 
activities, including our award-winning 
program “Solving the Jigsaw”, widely known 
for its work with school communities to 
eliminate bullying, harassment and violence 
and to build a culture of well-being through 
equipping young students with positive life 
skills and constructive attitudes. 
Contact: Centre for Nonviolence, Victoria, 
Postal: PO Box 958, Bendigo Vic. 3552 
Women & Children’s Services 

mailto:pr@nonviolence.org.au
http://sydneypeacefoundation.org.au/
mailto:peace.foundation@sydney.edu.au
http://www.worldpeace.org.au/
http://www.sgiaust.org.au/
mailto:admin@sgiaust.org.au
http://www.cnv.org.au/
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Ph: (03) 5430 3000, 1800 884 038  
reception@cnv.org.au 
 

6. Alternatives to Violence Project 
Queensland   
www.avpq.org.au 
AVPQ is a growing community of people 
who support those actively seeking 
nonviolent solutions to conflict. Members 
share experiences, skills, information and 
their time. It is a multicultural, independent, 
non-profit association of trained volunteers, 
offering experiential workshops that can 
help people to change their lives. 
Contact: Alternatives to Violence Project 
Queensland, PO Box 78, Sherwood Qld 4075, 
Ph: 07 3286 2593, 0422 434 336 
admin@avpq.org.au  
 
AUSTRIA 

7. Austrian Development Agency 
 www.entwicklung.at 
ADA is engaged in peace promotion and 
conflict prevention in different ways: 

• Firstly, concrete projects are being 
supported by civil society and international 
organizations that are committed to peace 
promotion, conflict prevention and conflict 
transformation. 

• Secondly, fragile states are supported in the 
development of constitutional and 
democratic structures. 

• Thirdly, ADA is committed to the protection 
of women in conflict situations and their 
participation in peace processes. 

• Fourthly, when planning activities in 
countries with conflict situations, care is 
taken to avoid conflict aggravation and 
strengthen peace-promoting effects (Do No 
Harm Principle). 
Contact: Austrian Development Agency 
Zelinkagasse 2, 1010 Vienna, Austria 
Tel: +43 1 90399-0, office@ada.gv.at 

 
BELGIUM 

8. CIDSE Together for Global Justice 
 www.cidse.org 
CIDSE Together for Global Justice is an 
international family of Catholic social justice 
organisations working together with others 
to promote justice, harness the power of 

global solidarity and create transformational 
change to end poverty and inequalities. 
Contact: CIDSE, RueStévin, 16, 1000 Brussels, 
Belgium 
Ph: +32.(0).2.230.77.22, 
postmaster@cidse.org 

 
          BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
9. Centre for Nonviolent Action (CNA) 

www.nenasilje.org 
Centre for Nonviolent Action’s mission is the 
building of sustainable peace in the region of  
former Yugoslavia through the promotion of 
nonviolence and dialogue, and through the 
trust building among individuals and 
groups, as well as constructive dealing with 
the past. 
CNA has been striving to achieve a society of 
sustainable peace where the development of 
critical thought, taking responsibility for 
society and community, the encouragement 
to reassess one’s own attitudes and the 
acceptance of the diversity are cherished. To 
achieve these social values, CNA applies 
different kinds of activism, while focusing on 
peace education, publishing and video 
production. 
Contact: Centre for Nonviolent Action 
(CNA), Kranjčevićeva 33, 71000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Tel: +387 33 260 875, 260 876 
 cna.sarajevo@nenasilje.org 

 
BRAZIL 

10. Fight for Peace (Luta Pela Paz) 
www.fightforpeace.net 

Fight for Peace was founded in Complexo da 
Maré, Rio de Janeiro, as a direct response to 
youth-involvement in drug-related crime 
and violence. Fight for Peace implements the 
Five Pillars programme at its main Academy 
in Nova Holanda and via satellite projects 
located in two other communities (Baixa do 
Sapateiro and Marcílio Dias). Fight for Peace 
in Brazil also trains Brazilian partner 
organisations in the Fight for Peace 
methodology as part of the national 
programme Rede Brasil. 
Contact: Fight for Peace Luta Pela Paz  
(Rio De Janeiro) 
Academia Luta pela Paz 
Rua Teixeira Ribeiro 900, Bonsucesso, 

mailto:reception@cnv.org.au
http://www.entwicklung.at/
mailto:cna.sarajevo@nenasilje.org
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Rio de Janeiro – RJ, Brazil, Tel: (+55) 21 3104-
4115, info@lutapelapaz.org 

 
CANADA 

11. Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT)  
 www.cpt.org 
Partnering with nonviolent movements 
around the world, CPT seeks to embody an 
inclusive, ecumenical and diverse 
community of God’s love. We believe we can 
transform war. CPT places teams at the 
invitation of local peacemaking 
communities that are confronting situations 
of lethal conflict. These teams seek to follow 
God’s Spirit as it works through local 
peacemakers who risk injury and death by 
waging nonviolent direct action to confront 
systems of violence and oppression. 
Contact: Christian Peacemaker Teams 
(CPT), 140 Westmount Road N, Waterloo, 
ON N2L 3G6  
Tel: +1-416-423-5525, canada@cpt.org 
 

12. Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation 
for World Peace 
 www.gandhifoundation.ca 
Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s life and 
principles Mahatma Gandhi Canadian 
Foundation for World Peace, Alberta, 
Canada envisions a just and peaceful society 
the Foundation promotes peace and 
encourage nonviolent action based on 
Gandhian principles through education, 
public awareness, collaboration, and 
building intercultural understanding. 
Contact: Mahatma Gandhi Canadian 
Foundation for World Peace,  
Alberta, Canada, Box 60002, University 
Postal Outlet, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, lberta, Canada, T6G 2J7 
 gandhifoundationcanada@gmail.com 

13. Nobel Women’s Initiative 
www.nobelwomensinitiative.org 

The Nobel Women’s Initiative was 
established in 2006 by sister Nobel Peace 
Laureates Jody Williams, Shirin Ebadi, 
Wangari Maathai, Rigoberta Menchú Tum, 
Betty Williams and Mairead Maguire. The 
six women decided to bring together their 
extraordinary experiences in a united effort 
for peace with justice and equality. Leymah 

Gbowee and Tawakkol Karman joined the 
Initiative in 2012. 
1 Nicholas Street, Suite 430 
Ottawa, ON KIN 7B7 
Canada, Ph: +1.613.569.8400 
Email: info@nobelwomensinitiative.org 
 
COLOMBIA 

14. The Christian Centre for Justice, Peace 
and Nonviolent Action (Justapaz) 
 www.justapaz.org 
The Christian Centre for Justice, Peace and 
Nonviolent Action (Justapaz) seeks to 
embody and serve Nonviolence through 
programmes working towards transforming 
Colombia into a just and peaceful state. 
Contact:  The Christian Centre for Justice, 
Peace and Nonviolent Action (Justapaz) 
Av. Calle 32 No. 14-32  
Bogotá, Cundinamarca, Colombia 
Ph:+57 (1) 2326080, +57 (1) 2873968, +57 (1) 
301 605 69 51, justapaz@justapaz.org 
 
Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos 
 
The civil war in Colombia is one of the 
longest civil wars in modern times and the 
sole remaining armed conflict in the 
Americas. It is the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee's firm belief that President 
Santos, despite the "No" majority vote 
in the referendum, has brought the bloody 
conflict significantly closer to a peaceful 
solution, and that much of the groundwork 
has been laid for both the verifiable 
disarmament of the FARC guerrillas and a 
historic process of national fraternity and 
reconciliation.  
 
WOLA's Colombia Peace Blog 
 
WOLA's Colombia Peace blog is a unique 
resource for journalists, policymakers, 
scholars, activists and others interested in 
understanding the peace process in 
Colombia. 

 http://colombiapeace.org/ 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
15. White Circle of Safety 

www.bkb.cz 

http://www.cpt.org/
mailto:canada@cpt.org
http://www.gandhifoundation.ca/
mailto:gandhifoundationcanada@gmail.com
mailto:info@nobelwomensinitiative.org
http://www.justapaz.org/
mailto:justapaz@justapaz.org
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White Circle of Safety provides free and 
discrete assistance to victims and witnesses 
of crime. 
Contact: White Circle of Safety 
U Trinity 2, 150 00 Prague 5  
Tel: +420 257 317 110 nonstop,  
 centrala.praha@bkb.cz 
 

16. ROSA  www.rosa-os.cz 
ROSA is a Czech non-profit and 
nongovernmental organization specializing 
in providing help to women, victims of 
domestic violence. It was established in 1993. 
The main goal of its activities is to make the 
issue of domestic violence more visible, to 
help the victims and improve the system of 
domestic violence victim´s support in the 
Czech Republic.  
Contact: ROSA - Centre for Women 
Podolská 242/25, 147 00 Praha 4, Czech 
Republic, on Slupi 14, 128 00 Praha 2  
Czech Republic, Ph: + 420-241-432-466  
 info@rosa-os.cz 

 
DENMARK 

17. Center for Conflict Resolution 
 www.konfliktloesning.dk 
Center for Conflict Resolution works for 
conflict resolution. They have teachers who 
train and educate others in constructive 
conflict resolution, affiliated brokers, law 
centers that provide conflict resolution 
counseling.  
Contact: Center for Conflict Resolution 
Fælledvej 12, entrance C, 2nd floor, DK-2200 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
Tel: 3520 0550 
 center@konfliktloesning.dk 

 
FINLAND  

18. Crisis Management Initiative (CMI)  
www.cmi.fi 
The Crisis Management Initiative (CMI) is 
an independent Finnish organisation that 
works to prevent and resolve violent 
conflicts through informal dialogue and 
mediation. Nobel Peace laureate and former 
President of Finland Martti Ahtisaari 
founded CMI in 2000. 
cmi.helsinki@cmi.fi 
Tel: +358 75 755 1800 
 

FRANCE 
19. The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) 
 www.en.unesco.org 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a 
specialized agency of the United Nations 
(UN) based in Paris. Its declared purpose is 
to contribute to peace and security by 
promoting international collaboration 
through educational, scientific, and cultural 
reforms in order to increase universal 
respect for justice, the rule of law, and 
human rights along with fundamental 
freedom proclaimed in the United Nations 
Charter. 
Contact: UNESCO Headquarters is 
established in Paris. Offices are located in 
two places in the same area: 
UNESCO, 7 place Fontenoy, 75007 Paris, 
France, P: +33 (0)1 4568 1000, UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis, 75015 Paris, France 

 
20. Nonviolent Peaceforce 

 www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org 
Nonviolent Peaceforce is a global non-profit 
organization. They protect civilians in 
violent conflicts through unarmed 
strategies, build peace side by side with local 
communities and advocate for the wider 
adoption of these approaches to safeguard 
human lives and dignity. 
Contact: Nonviolent Peaceforce Head 
Office, 13 Chemin Du Levant, Bat. A. 
01210 Femey Voltaire, France 
Tel: +33 (0) 9 674 619 48 
headoffice@nonviolentpeaceforce.org 

 
21. Movement for a Nonviolent Alternative 

www.nonviolence.fr 
A non-violent movement of reflection and 
action born in 1974, the MAN is an 
association law 1901 federating about twenty 
local groups gathering more than 350 
members. The aim of the MAN is to promote 
non-violence and to emphasize its specific 
contribution to daily life, education and 
social and political struggles. Through 
reflection, action and training, the MAN 
seeks to promote by non-violent strategy a 
society of justice and freedom. 

mailto:centrala.praha@bkb.cz
http://www.konfliktloesning.dk/
mailto:headoffice@nonviolentpeaceforce.org
http://www.nonviolence.fr/
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47 Avenue Pasteur, 93100 Montreuil, Tel: +33 
(0) 1 45 44 48 25 
 
GERMANY  

22. Berghof Foundation 
 www.berghof-foundation.org 
The Berghof Foundation is an organisation 
that supports efforts to prevent political and 
social violence, and to achieve sustainable 
peace through conflict transformation. 
Contact: Berghof Center, Berghof 
Foundation Operations GmbH 
Altensteinstrasse 48a, 14195 Berlin 
Tel: +49 (30) 844154 - 0 
 info@berghof-foundation.org, 
info@berghof-foundation.org. 
Georg Zundel Haus, Berghof Foundation 
Operations GmbH, Corrensstrasse 12, 72076 
Tübingen, Tel: +49 (7071) 920510 
info-tuebingen@berghof-foundation.org 
 
GREECE 

23. World Peace Council 
 www.wpc-in.org 
The World Peace Council (WPC) is an anti-
imperialist, democratic, independent and 
non-aligned international movement of 
mass action. It is an integral part of the world 
peace movement and acts in cooperation 
with other international and national 
movements. The WPC is the International 
Peace structure, based in more than 100 
countries. 
Contact: World Peace Council 
10,Othonos St., 10557 Athens/Greece 
Tel: +30210 331 63 26 
 wpc@otenet.gr 
 
IRELAND 

24. Irish Network for Nonviolent Action 
Training and Education (INNATE)  
 www.innatenonviolence.org 
The organisations acts as a network linking 
those committed to, or interested in, 
explicitly nonviolent action and training. 
INNATE’s work is intertwined with 
community relations and the development 
of a nonviolent response to areas of 
community tension.  
Contact: INNATE, 16 Ravensdene Park, 
Belfast BT6 0DA, Northern Ireland. Tel: 028 

9064 7106, info@innatenonviolence.org, 
innate@ntlworld.com 
 
JAPAN 

25. Soka Gakkai International (SGI) 
 

 www.sgi.org 
The Soka Gakkai International (SGI) is a 
community-based Buddhist organization 
that promotes peace, culture and education 
centered on respect for the dignity of life. 
SGI members uphold the humanistic 
philosophy of Mahayana Buddhism in 192 
countries and territories. 
SGI Headquarters 
Josei Toda International Center 
15-3 Samon-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-
0017, Japan, Tel: +81-3-5360-9811 
 

24. Toda Peace Institute, Japan  
www.toda.org 
The Toda Peace Institute is an independent, 
nonpartisan institute committed to 
advancing a more just and peaceful world 
through policy-oriented peace research and 
practice.  
Toda Peace Institute, Tokyo Office 
15-3, Samon-cho, Shinjuku-ku, 
Tokyo 160-0017, Japan 
 contact@toda.org 
 

27. Japan Center for Conflict Prevention 
 www.jccp.gr.jp 
Japan Center for Conflict Prevention (JCCP) 
carries out projects to prevent the outbreak 
and recurrence of conflicts by establishing 
sustainable peace situation in injured 
societies and improving dangerous 
environments. 
Contact: 3rd Floor Fujita Building,  
Sekiguchi, Bunkyo-ku, 
Tokyo 112-0014, Japan, contact@jccp.gr.jp 

 
KENYA 

28. TransConflict   
www.transconflict.com 
TransConflict contributes to conflict 
transformation through research, training, 
advocacy and promoting active-
nonviolence. Upholding the Principles of 
Conflict Transformation it provides 
consultancy services to support research, 

mailto:info@berghof-foundation.org
mailto:info-tuebingen@berghof-foundation.org
http://www.innatenonviolence.org/
mailto:info@innatenonviolence.org
http://www.sgi.org/
mailto:contact@toda.org
http://www.jccp.gr.jp/
mailto:contact@jccp.gr.jp
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conflict analysis, peace building, civic 
awareness and training.  
Active Nonviolence Initiatives (ANVI) Kenya 
promotes and supports the dissemination of 
information that addresses conflict 
sensitivity and transformation, and 
facilitates leadership seminars, forums and 
consultations related to issues of peace 
building and conflict transformation. 
Contact: TransConflict, 
office@transconflict.com 

 
MIDDLE EAST 

29. YaLa Peace Institute in Honor of Nelson 
Mandela 
www.yalaacademy.org  
The YaLa Peace Institute in Honor of Nelson 
Mandela is a peace studies program to 
supply the young leaders of the Middle East 
& North Africa (MENA) region with the 
necessary tools to create a future of self-
sustaining and durable peace. 
YaLa Young Leaders is an online, Facebook-
based movement of young Middle 
Easterners dedicated to leading their 
generation to a better future. YaLa Young 
Leaders is the broadest and fastest-growing 
Middle East peace movement today. Our 
nearly 1,000,000 members come from all 
across the MENA region, hailing from Israel, 
Palestine, Egypt, Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia, Lebanon, the United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait, Sudan, Syria, Yemen and Qatar, 
among others. 
 info@yalayl.org 

 
SOUTH AFRICA  

30. Gandhi Development Trust (GDT), 
Durban, South Africa 
 www.gdt.org.za 
The Gandhi Development Trust (GDT), 
established in 2002 aims to promote 
Gandhian thought and values. With a Core 
Vision: “A peaceful, just and non-violent 
world” GDT promotes a culture of peace, 
justice, Nonviolence and Ubuntu. 
GDT engages in education and training 
programmes, raises public awareness in 
respect of nonviolent strategies taking 
lessons from our history, Gandhian ideas in 

addressing the issues facing the community 
and facilitation of critical forum discussions. 
Contact: Gandhi Development Trust (GDT), 
49 Mazisi Kunene Road, Berea, Durban, 
KwaZulu-Natal, 4001, T: +27 31 201 2067, 
info@gdt.org.za, egandhi@gdt.org.za 
 

31. International Centre of Nonviolence 
(ICON), Durban, South Africa 
 www.icon.org.za 
International Centre of Nonviolence 
(ICON’s) mission is to make strategic 
interventions in education that challenge 
structural violence. These processes work to 
bring key changes in society – specifically 
supporting the creation of a culture of 
Nonviolence. 
ICON seeks to make Nonviolence real 
through analysis of the local and global 
context, through research and through 
reflective practice. These inform its actions 
and strengthen its capacity in the field of 
nonviolence. Its vision is that of a centre, 
based in the third world, that connects and 
sustains a global network of activists with 
the skills and understandings needed to 
build peace, in particular through education. 
Contact: ICON, ML Sultan campus of 
Durban University of Technology, ML Sultan 
Road, Durban, South Africa 4001. Telephone: 
+27 373 5499,  icon@dut.ac.za 
 

32. Center for Nonviolence and Peace 
Studies  
 www.cnv.madinainstitute.org.za 
The Center for Nonviolence and Peace 
Studies is to continue the Madinan School of 
Nonviolence and Peace as laid down in the 
Prophetic example, and to challenge global 
extremism, in both its violent and 
nonviolent forms. 
Contact: Center for Nonviolence and Peace 
Studies, 7th Floor Icon Building,  
Cape Town, South Africa, Tel: +27 21 421 
9027,  cnv@madinainstitute.org.za 
 

33. Centre for Conflict Resolution  
Building Peace in Africa 
www.ccr.org.za 
Centre for Conflict Resolution (CCR) is a 
pan-African organisation playing a leading 
role in contributing towards the resolution 

http://yalaacademy.org/
mailto:info@yalayl.org
http://www.gdt.org.za/
mailto:info@gdt.org.za
mailto:egandhi@gdt.org.za
http://www.icon.org.za/
mailto:icon@dut.ac.za
mailto:cnv@madinainstitute.org.za
http://www.ccr.org.za/
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of conflict and the reduction of violence in 
Africa. 
Contact: Centre for Conflict Resolution, 
Coornhoop, 2 Dixton Road, Observatory 
7925, Cape Town, South Africa,  
Tel: +27 (0)21 689 1005  
 

34. Centre for the Study of Violence and 
Reconciliation, South Africa (CSVR) 
www.csvr.org.za 
CSVR is a multi-disciplinary institute 
involved in research, policy formation, 
community interventions, service delivery, 
education and training, as well as providing 
consultancy services. The primary goal of 
CSVR is to use its expertise in building 
reconciliation, democracy and a human 
rights culture and in preventing violence in 
South Africa and in other countries in Africa. 
Contact: Johannesburg Office: 33 Hoofd 
Street, Braampark Forum 5, 3rd Floor, 
Johannesburg, 2001, South Africa 
P O Box 30778, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, 
2017, South Africa 
Tel: +27 (11) 403-5650, info@csvr.org.za 
 
Cape Town Office: 501 Premier Centre, 451 
Main Road, Observatory, 7925 
Tel: +27 (21) 447-2470, ctadmin@csvr.org.za 
 
SOUTH KOREA  

35. International Peace Youth Group 
www.ipyg.org 
IPYG youth around the world are united in 
one purpose-to share in the love and life 
granted from heaven through peace projects 
and campaigns. IPYG gathers and mobilizes 
the youth around the world to work and 
learn from one another in the hope of 
realizing peace. We envision the unity 
among youth that transcends boundaries, 
races, and religions. When we gather as one 
in an effort to pursue the common purpose 
of peace, we will be able to pave our own way 
to a peaceful future of the world. 
Contact: 46,Cheongpa-ro 71-gil, Yongsan-gu, 
South Korea, +82-02-514-1963, info@ipyg.org 
 

36. International Women’s Peace Group  
IWPG is the gathering of women who 
embrace the world with maternal hearts to 
make peace. All the women in the world are 

becoming one to implement "the cessation 
of war movement so that young people are 
no longer sacrificed by wars. 
Contact: 3F Samjung Bld., 20 Mabang-ro, 
Seocho-gu, Seoul, Korea 
Phone : +82 (0)2-540-5999 
Email : iwpg@iwpg.org 

 
SPAIN 

37. Centre for Peace Studies JM Delàs 
 www.centredelas.org 
The Centre Delàs whose mission is the 
promotion of a culture of peace and the 
construction of a disarmed society and 
therefore is dedicated to raising awareness 
about the negative effects of arms and 
militarism. Combine work and study 
publication dissemination and social 
mobilization around the negative effects of 
militarism, including military spending, 
military R & D and manufacturing and trade 
of weapons, as well as denunciation of the 
breach of the agreements of the 
governments in these areas. 

Contact: Centre for Peace Studies JM Delàs 
Street Erasme Janer, 8 (Mezzanine - office 9) 
08001 Barcelona, Spain, Tel: + (34) 93 441 19 
47,  info@centredelas.org 

 
SWITZERLAND 

38. Nonviolence Project Foundation, (NVP) 
www.nonviolence.com 
The Nonviolence Project Foundation, (NVP) 
was registered in Bagnes Valais, Switzerland 
in 1993. NVP is a non-profit foundation with 
the mission to inspire, engage and motivate 
young people to understand how to solve 
conflicts without resorting to violence. The 
objective is to reach out to as many schools 
and sport clubs around the world as possible. 
Contact: Nonviolence Project Foundation 
Rue de Medran 29, 1936 Verbier, 
Switzerland, Ph: +41 79 310 79 90 
info@nonviolence.com 

 
39. Center for Nonviolent Action (CENAC) 

 www.nonviolence.ch 
The CENAC aims to promote Nonviolence In 
French-speaking Switzerland. Nonviolence 
is primarily about respect for yourself, others 
and the environment. It is also not to sit idle 
by the injustices. CENAC illustrates the 
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Nonviolence by the formula “Neither 
hedgehog nor doormat”, not to hurt, not to 
get trampled. 
Contact: Center for Nonviolent Action 
(CENAC), Rue de Genève 52,  
CH - 1004 Lausanne, Switzerland 
Tel: +41 21 661 24 34, info@non-violence.ch 
 

40. The International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
 www.ifrc.org 
The International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is the 
world’s largest humanitarian and 
development network Promoting social 
inclusion and peace along with other 
Disaster response and recovery and 
development works. 
Contact: International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
P.O. Box 303, CH-1211 Geneva 19 
Switzerland, Tel: +41 22 730 42 22 
 

41. International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) 
http://www.icanw.org 
The International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) is a coalition of 
non-government organizations in one 
hundred countries advocating for a strong 
and effective nuclear weapon ban treaty. 
Negotiations on this new global agreement 
are taking place at the United Nations in 
New York in 2017. 
Contact: 150 Route de Ferney, 1211 Genève 2, 
Switzerland, Ph: +41 22 788 20 63, +41 78 613 
04 72, Email: info@icanw.org 
 
TURKEY  

42. Nonviolent Education and Research 
Center  
www.nvrc-sarm.org 
Nonviolent Education and Research Center 
is a non-profit, independent entity. The 
Center does research, generates reference 
resources and materials, and organizes 
seminars and workshops with the purpose of 
spreading a non–violent culture and 
implementation of human rights and justice. 
Contact: Kuloğlu Mah.  Güllabici sokak No: 
16  

Daire:3 (2nd floor) 34433 Cihangir / Istanbul 
– Turkey, Tel: (+90)212 244 12 69 
office@nvrc-sarm.org 

 
UGANDA 

43. The GBV Prevention Network 
 www.preventgbvafrica.org 
The GBV Prevention Network (Gender-
Based Violence (GBV) is a network of 
activists and organizations working to 
prevent violence against women (VAW), 
united in our mission to uphold equality in 
our homes and communities. The GBV 
Prevention Network works to increase 
momentum for VAW prevention by 
strengthening analysis, building 
connections and taking action to prevent 
VAW. 
Contact: GBV Prevention Network, Plot 16 
Tufnell Drive, Kamwokya, P. O. Box 6770, 
Kampala, Uganda, Ph: +256 414 532 183 / 
+256 414 531 186, Email: 
info@preventgbvafrica.org 
 
UNITED KINGDOM (UK)  

44. Peace Brigades International 
 www.peacebrigades.org 
PBI envisions a world in which people 
address conflicts nonviolently, where 
human rights are universally upheld and 
social justice and intercultural respect have 
become a reality. PBI’s principles are 
Nonviolence, non-partisanship, 
international character and horizontality 
and our mandate is to create space for peace 
and to protect human rights. It carries out 
protective accompaniment, international 
observation, targeted advocacy and 
workshops and training. 
Contact: International Office 
Development House, 56-64 Leonard Street 
London, EC2A 4LT, UK 
Tel: +44 20 7065 0775 
 

45. ABColombia  
www.abcolombia.org.uk 
ABColombia is the advocacy project of a 
group of five leading UK and Irish 
organisations with programmes in 
Colombia: CAFOD, Christian Aid UKI, 
Oxfam GB, SCIAF and Trócaire.  
Contact: ABColombia, Romero House 
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55 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 
7JB, Tel: +44 (0) 207 870 2216  
abcolombia@abcolombia.org.uk 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (USA) 

46. M.K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence, 
Memphis, USA 
 www.gandhiinstitute.org 
M.K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence was 
founded by Arun Gandhi (Grandson of 
Mahatma) Gandhi and Sunanda Gandhi in 
Memphis, USA in 1991. The works to realize 
the vision of its historic namesake by helping 
individuals and communities create public 
awareness of nonviolence as knowledge 
critical to human thriving. The M.K. Gandhi 
Institute collaborates with local 
organizations, academic institutions, 
students and committed peacemakers in the 
areas of nonviolence education, sustainability 
and environmental conservation, and the 
promotion of racial justice. 
Contact: 929 South Plymouth Avenue, 
Rochester, New York 14608, USA,  
T: 585-463-3266 
 

47. The King Center   
www.thekingcenter.org 
Established in 1968 by Mrs. Coretta Scott 
King, The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for 
Nonviolent Social Change (“The King 
Center”) has been a global destination, 
resource center and community institution 
for over a quarter century. Nearly a million 
people each year make pilgrimage to the 
National Historic Site to learn, be inspired 
and pay their respects to Dr. King’s legacy. 
Contact: The King Center, 449 Auburn 
Avenue, NE, Atlanta, GA 30312,  
Ph: 404-526-8900 
 

48. Association for Global New Thought 
(AGNT)  
 www.agnt.org 
Association for Global New Thought 
(AGNT) principles reflect a universal 
conviction that the community of all life is 
sacred; our practices of meditation and 
prayer enhance a worldview promoting 
reverence for, and service to humanity and 
planet earth. 

 AGNT, 220 Santa Anita Rd, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93105, T: 805-563-7343 
 

49. The Center for Nonviolent 
Communication, USA   
www.cnvc.org 
The Center for Nonviolent Communication 
(CNVC) is a global organization that 
supports the learning and sharing of 
Nonviolent Communication (NVC), and 
helps people peacefully and effectively 
resolve conflicts in personal, organizational, 
and political settings. 
Contact: Center for Nonviolent 
Communication, 9301 Indian School Rd NE 
Suite 204, Albuquerque, NM 87112-2861 
Tel: +1.505.244.4041, 1.800.255.7696 
 

50. Global Peace Foundation, USA 
www.globalpeace.org 
The Global Peace Foundation promotes an 
innovative, values-based approach to 
peacebuilding, engages and organizes a 
global network of public and private-sector 
partners who develop community, national, 
and regional peace building models as the 
foundation for ethical and cohesive 
societies. 
 

51. Global Peace Education, USA  
www.globalpeace.org 
Global Peace Education the Education 
Division of Global Peace Foundation, works 
with educators and stakeholders around the 
world to ensure that students graduate ready 
to succeed in all aspects of twenty-first 
century life. By making education more 
relevant and comprehensive, graduates are 
better prepared to prosper in the workplace, 
build healthy and resilient families, and 
contribute to economic development and 
social stability. 
Contact: Washington DC, 9320 Annapolis 
Road, Suite 100, Lanham, MD 20706,  
Ph: 202.643.4733 
Seattle, WA 
6912 220th Street SW, Suite 200, Mountlake 
Terrace WA 98043 
Ph: 425.582.7901, info@globalpeace.org 
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52. International Center on Nonviolent 
Conflict, USA (ICNC)  
www.nonviolent-conflict.org 
The International Center on Nonviolent 
Conflict (ICNC) engages in Civil resistance 
movements—featuring a wide range of 
nonviolent tactics such as strikes, boycotts, 
mass demonstrations, acts of 
noncooperation, civil disobedience, and 
other actions. Its mission is educational ie to 
develop and share knowledge and 
educational resources related to civil 
resistance with interested recipients 
throughout the world.  
Contact: International Center on Nonviolent 
Conflict, 1775 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Ste. 
1200, Washington, D.C., USA 
Ph:  + 202-416-4720,  
icnc@nonviolent-conflict.org  
 

53. Karuna Center for Peacebuilding, 
Amherst, USA 
 www.karunacenter.org 
Karuna Center for Peacebuilding innovates 
approaches for transforming conflict across 
divides by supporting people in all sectors of 
society to discover their shared capacity for 
building peace. 
Contact: Karuna Center for Peacebuilding 
447 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002 USA 
Ph: +1 413.256.3800, info@karunacenter.org 

 
54. METTA Center for Nonviolence, 

California USA  
www.mettacenter.org 
METTA Center for Nonviolence provides 
educational resources on the safe and 
effective use of nonviolence, with the 
recognition that it’s not about putting the 
right person in power but awakening the 
right kind of power in people. The Center 
advances a higher image of humankind 
while empowering people to explore the 
question: How does nonviolence work, and 
how can I actively contribute to a happier, 
more peaceful society? 
Metta Center for Nonviolence 
PO Box 98, Petaluma, California 94953 
707-774-6299, info@mettacenter.org 
 
 

55. Center for Global Nonkilling, Honolulu, 
Hawai‛I, USA 
www.nonkilling.org 
The Center for Global Nonkilling promotes 
change toward the measurable goal of a 
killing-free world by means open to infinite 
human creativity. 
Contact: 
Center for Global Nonkilling, 3653 Tantalus 
Drive, Honolulu, Hawai‛I, 96822-5033 
United States, (+1) 808-536-7442 
info@nonkilling.org 
 

56. Rotary Peace Centers (Worldover)  
www.rotary.org 
The Rotary Peace Centers program has a 
vision of sustainable peace: encompassing a 
network of peace builders and community 
leaders dedicated to preventing and 
resolving conflicts across the global 
community. The Rotary Peace Centers 
program empowers, educates, and increases 
the capacity of peace builders through 
academic training, practice, and global 
networking opportunities.  Rotary has Peace 
Centers in several countries. 
Contact: World Headquarters, Rotary 
International, One Rotary Center, 1560 
Sherman Ave, Evanston, IL 60201-3698, USA, 
Ph: +1 866-976-8279  
rotarypeacecenters@rotary.org  
 

57. Raven Foundation 
www.ravenfoundation.org 
The Raven Foundation is committed to 
making religion reasonable, violence 
unthinkable and peace a possibility by 
spreading awareness of the transformative 
power of mimetic theory. Our goal is to 
foster peaceful individuals and harmonious 
communities that will reject scapegoating 
and violence as ways to form identity and 
achieve real and lasting peace. 
Contact: 2624 Patriot Boulevard, Glenview, 
IL 60026, USA, Ph: 224-521-2470 
  

58. The Peace Alliance 
 www.peacealliance.org 
The Peace Alliance are an alliance of 
organizers and advocates throughout the 
United States taking the work of 
peacebuilding from the margins of society 
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into the centers of national discourse and 
policy priorities. Their network includes 
volunteer grassroots teams in cities, towns, 
colleges and high school campuses across 
the nation. 
Contact: 2108 Military Road 
Arlington VA 22207, USA 
Ph: 202-684-2553,  
 info@thepeacealliance.org 
 

59. The Resource Center for Nonviolence,
  www.rcnv.org 
The Resource Center for Nonviolence, 
founded in 1976, is a peace and justice 
organization promoting the practice of 
nonviolent social change. It cultivates 
relationships with allies around California, 
across the United States, in Latin America, 
the Middle East and elsewhere. Its primary 
mission is to support the growth of 
nonviolent activists. The Center hosts 
activists and analysts from nonviolent 
struggles around the world. And the Center 
is a venue for social change groups and non-
profit organizations to conduct meetings 
and public events. 
Contact: 612 Ocean Street, Santa Cruz, CA, 
USA, T:  831-423-1626 
E: rcnvinfo@gmail.com 
 

60. Nonviolence International 
www.nonviolenceinternational.net 
Nonviolence International provides services 
to individuals, groups, organizations, and 
international bodies that need to resolve 
conflicts and help with overcoming 
obstacles. Our services are provided by 
trained professionals with international 
experience. 
Contact: 4000 Albemarle Street, NW 
Suite 401, Washington, DC 20016, USA 
Ph: +1 202 244 0951 
 info@nonviolenceinternational.net 
 

61. The Tariq Khamisa Foundation (TKF)  
www.tkf.org 
The Tariq Khamisa Foundation (TKF) was 
established in 1995 after Tariq Khamisa, a 20 
year old college student was killed by Tony 
Hicks, a 14 year old gang member. Tony 
became the first child in California under the 

age of 16 to be convicted as an adult. He was 
sentenced to 25 years to life in prison. 
Believing there were “victims on both ends 
of the gun”, Tariq’s father Azim Khamisa 
reached out in forgiveness to Tony’s 
grandfather, Ples Felix to begin the process 
of healing; together they established TKF. 
Contact: 9920 Pacific Heights Blvd #150, San 
Diego, CA 92121, Ph:  (619) 955-8777,   
info@tkf.org 
 

62. War Resisters League 
www.warresisters.org 
The United States’ oldest secular pacifist 
organization, the War Resisters League has 
been resisting war at home and war abroad 
since 1923. Our work for nonviolent 
revolution has spanned decades and been 
shaped by the new visions and strategies of 
each generation’s peacemakers. 
Contact: War Resisters League, 168 Canal St, 
Suite 600. New York, NY 10013, Ph: 
212.228.0450,  wrl@warresisters.org 
 

63. United States Institute of Peace   
www.usip.org 
The United States Institute of Peace is an 
independent national institute founded by 
Congress. Its mission is to help prevent and 
resolve violent conflicts abroad, which pose 
risks for U.S. and global security.  
Contact: United States Institute of Peace 
2301 Constitution Avenue, NW Washington, 
DC 20037, Tel: +1.202.457.1700 
 

64. Connecticut Center for Nonviolence 
(CTCN)    
www.ctnonviolence.org 
Connecticut Center for Nonviolence (CTCN) 
provides education in Nonviolence. It brings 
people from diverse communities together 
in dialogue and creative expression to 
explore the root causes of violence and to 
learn constructive methods of developing 
and applying alternative solutions. CTCN 
has worked people to train and implement 
the philosophy and strategies of Kingian 
Nonviolence across racial, social, economic 
and generational divides. 
Contact: P.O. Box 1085 – Hartford, CT 06143, 
Hartford Neighborhood Site, Northend 
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Church of Christ, 687 Albany Ave, Hartford, 
CT 06112, USA 
 info@ctnonviolence.org, 
Victoria@ctnonviolence.org 
 

65. Bay Area Nonviolent Communication 
(BayNVC) 
www.baynvc.org 
BayNVC is home to a number of projects and 
groups working under the same umbrella to 
apply and promote the principles and 
practices of Nonviolent Communication. It 
supports individuals and families in 
experiencing inner peace, greater choice, 
integrity, and satisfying relationships by 
offering classes, individual coaching, and 
intensive programs. 
Contact: Bay Area Nonviolent 
Communication, PO Box 22872 
Oakland, CA 94609, USA, Ph: 510-433-0700 
 nvc@baynvc.org 

 
66. Campaign Nonviolence   

www.paceebene.org 
Campaign Nonviolence is a long-term 
movement for a culture of peace and 
nonviolence free from war, poverty, racism, 
environmental destruction and the epidemic 
of violence. 
Pace e Bene mission is to foster a just and 
peaceful world through nonviolence 
education, community-building, and action. 
Contact: Pace e Bene, P.O. Box F, Corvallis, 
OR 97339, USA, Ph: 510-268-8765 

 info@paceebene.org 
 
67. Stop Violence Against Woman 

(STOPVAW)  
 www.stopvaw.org 
The Stop Violence Against Women 
(STOPVAW), a project of The Advocates for 
Human Rights, is a forum for information, 
advocacy and change in the promotion of 
women’s human rights. 
Contact: Stop Violence Against Woman 
(STOPVAW), 330 Second Avenue South, 
Suite 800, Minneapolis, MN 55401 USA  
Ph: (612) 341-3302  hrights@advrights.org 
 

68. Alliance For Peacebuilding   
www.allianceforpeacebuilding.org  

The Alliance for Peacebuilding leads a 
community of 100 organizations building 
peaceful and just societies around the world.  
Contact:  1800 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 
401, Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: 202.822.2047,  
afp-info@allianceforpeacebuilding.org 

 
69. American Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC) 
www.afsc.org 
The American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) is a Quaker organization that 
promotes lasting peace with justice, as a 
practical expression of faith in action.  
Contact: American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC)  
1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Ph: 215-241-7000 

 
70. Gandhi Global Center for Peace 

gandhicenterforpeace.org  
Gandhi Global Center for Peace is a global, 
virtual hub for education and community 
building furthering Mahatma Gandhi’s 
philosophy of nonviolence and peace 
Contact: P.O Box 3833, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, USA,  
 info@gandhicenterforpeace.org 

71. Ikeda Center for Peace, Learning, and 
Dialogue 
 www.daisakuikeda.org  
Ikeda Center for Peace, Learning, and 
Dialogue, in support of an evolving global 
ethic for a peaceful twenty-first century, has 
brought together scholars, activists and 
experts from diverse disciplines, cultures 
and religious traditions to discuss such 
issues as human rights, nonviolence, 
environmental ethics, economic justice, and 
women’s leadership for peace.  
Contact: Ikeda Center for Peace, Learning, 
and Dialogue, 396 Harvard Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA 
Ph: 617.491.1090, info@ikedacenter.org 

 
(WOLA) Advocacy for Human Rights in 
the Americas 
The Washington Office on Latin America 
(WOLA) is a leading research and advocacy 
organization advancing human rights and 
social justice in the Americas. 
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Contact: 1666 Connecticut Avenue NW, 
Suite 400, Washington, DC 20009, 
Tel: (202) 797-2171, www.wola.org 
 

72. Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom (WILPF) 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom (WILPF), is the oldest 
women’s peace organisation in the world. In 
1915, women from countries at war with each 
other and from neutral countries came 
together in The Hague to discuss solutions 
to the causes and violence of World War I. 
They founded WILPF as an organisation 
with a mandate to challenge militarism, 
patriarchy, and capitalism as the roots of war 
and violence. 
Reaching Critical Will, 777 United Nations 
Plaza 6th floor, New York, NY, USA, 10017 

womenbanthebomb@reachingcriticalwill.or
g 
 
ZIMBABWE 

73. Zimbabwe Peace Project 
 www.zimpeaceproject.com 

Zimbabwe Peace Project was established in 
2000 by a group of non-governmental and 
church organisations. It has produced timely 
national monthly monitoring reports on 
violence and human rights violations which 
have been circulated to over 2000 
stakeholders.  
Contact: Zimbabwe Peace Project 
P O Box BE 427, Belvedere, Harare, 
Zimbabwe  
Ph: +263 4 2930180, +263774883417/+263 774 
883 406,  
zppinfo@gmail.com 

 

 

We invite readers to provide us names and contact details of  

Peace & Nonviolence Organisations not listed here in. 

Source: Taken from their respective websites. Updated 6 June 2017 
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 Types of Nonviolence 

Non-resistance 
Non-resistants reject all physical violence on principle and 
concentrate on maintaining their own integrity, e.g. the 
attitude of the Amish and Mennonite sects of Christians. 

Active 
Reconciliation 

A Faith-based rejection of coercion and a belief in active 
goodwill and reconciliation, for example as practiced by 
Quakers and other religious activist groups. 

Moral Resistance 
Moral resisters actively resist evil with peaceful and moral 
means such as education and persuasion. This has been the 
basis of much of Western pacifism. 

Selective 
Nonviolence 

The refusal to participate in particular wars or kinds of war, 
e.g. nuclear war. 

Passive Resistance 

Nonviolent tactics are employed because the means for an 
effective violent campaign are lacking or are not likely to 
succeed; e.g. most strikes, boycotts and national non-
cooperation movements belong to this category. 

Peaceful Resistance 

Peaceful resisters believe that nonviolent methods are more 
effective; e.g. some of Gandhi's campaigns fall into this 
category because many of his followers did not fully 
internalise what he taught. 

Nonviolent Direct 
Action 

Practitioners may view nonviolence as a moral principle or 
practical method. The object is victory rather than conversion. 
An example is provided by the Greenham Common actions. 

Gandhian 
Nonviolence 
(Satyagraha) 

Satyagraha aims to attain the truth through love and right 
action; it demands the elimination of violence from the self 
and from the social, political and economic environment. 
Gandhi's Salt Satyagraha is a classic example. 

Nonviolent 
Revolution 

Revolutionaries believe in the need for basic individual and 
social change and regard the major problems of existing 
society as structural, e.g. the campaigns of Jayaprakash 
Narayan and Vinoba Bhave in India. -Gene Sharp, writer on 
nonviolent action, (Sharp, 1971, pp. 29-54),  

Source: www.nonviolenceinternational.net  
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Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. H.H.  Dalai Lama  

 

Mother Teresa 
Nelson Mandela 

Aung San Suu Kyi President Daisaku Ikeda 

Dr Ela Gandhi (Granddaughter 
of Mahatma Gandhi) 

Dr Arun Gandhi (Grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi) 


